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ries that have been made 
SM 1n this Age, of the Books 
F&Y that had been eſteemed 
SVL&SR loft, there is none, ſince 
that of the Epiftle of Sr. 
Clemens , that has been received with 
more joy than this of Letantizs's Book 
of the Death of the Perſecutors , far 
which the World 1s beholding to the 
happy Induſtry of the moſt learned 
Bal«zius, who having found this trea- 
ſure , not only communicated it to 
the World, but enriched it with his 
learned Notes : by which he has added 
a new Efay, to the many that have 
already appeared, of his great Sinceri- 
ty , his profound Learnmg, and of 
his ſolid Judgment': Ir has been ſince 
that time reprinted at Oxford , with 
ſhorter Nores; in which there are ma- 
ny happy Ts made both for 
p - 


ſup- 
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ſupplying ſome of the Mords that were 
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worn out of the Mansſcript Copy, and 
for correcting ſome Paſlages , which 
the Copyer perhaps writ wrong, and it 
is upon that Ed:ti0n that this Tranſla- 
zi0n1s made. - 

The Importance of this Book will 
be eaſily apprehended, by thoſe who 
conſider that Laftantins was the po- 
liteſt Writer -of his time, in whom 
one finds ſomewhat very like Auguſita's 


Age revived ; he had alſo particular 


C_—_ of being well informed 
of his Subject, by the Poſt to which 
he was advanced in Conſtantine's Court, 


.of being his Sox*s Txtor. It is true, his 
Eloquence .carries him often into 


ſtrains that become an Oraror, better 
than a Hiſtorian: for he has a heat of 
ſtile , that ought not to be imitated 
by one that would write H:/tory. But 
he ſeems to have deſigned this Book to 
be a mixed ſort of writing , between 


2 Diſcourſe and a Heſtery; ſo that the 
Figures that agree not to the one, may 


be allowed to the other. 

The Account that he gives of Saint 
Peter's coming to Rome , cuts off the 
Fable of his being there for fve and 
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twenty years : but if what he ſayes of 
things at ſo great a diſtance from his 
own time , .1s not thought ſo Authen- 
tical, and if his Authority ſeems not 
ſtrong enough to cut off all thoſe Pere 
ſecutions that are ſaid to have riſen be- 
tween Domitians Reign and Decime's, 
ſince he repreſents all that Interval as 
a time ofa has Peace to the Chriſtians, 
Jer we mult at leaſt ſuppoſe him, to 
ave been much better Informed of 
that which, fell out during the /af# Per- 
ſeention, (o that the beginning which 
he aſſigns to it- cuts oft all thoſe Ze 
gends of Martyrs, that (as is preten= 
ded) ſuffered before that year, and as 
we cannot doudt of the time in which 
he tells us the Perſecution began, fo no 
more ought we to call in queſtion the 
Limits that he ſets to itz and therefore . 
fince he tells us, that Conffanee orde- 
red only, that the Churches in which. 
the Chriſtians. held their Aſſemblies, 
ſhould be pulled down , and that he © 
would not carry the Perfecution fur- 
ther againſt the Chriſtians themſelyes 
and ſince he excepts the Gamles out of 
thoſe Provinces that felt the Fury. of 
thoſe Edits, we ſee what a number of 
| 1} Lee 
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Legends there are to be cut off, For 
the truth is, that very ſoon after this 
Perſecation was over, ſome rhar loved 
cither to make (or at leaft to report) 
very tragical Stories concerning' it, 
ſeemed to give no Bounds to their Ins 
vention upen a Subject that wasfrait- 
fat enough of it ſelf, and ſfoneeded not 
to have been fwelled up by fuch Ad- 
ditions. 'The Deftruftion of rhe Re- 
cords that the Chriſtians kept, which 
were ſs carefully ſearched afterduring 
this Perſermrion, gave ſome colour for 
thofe pretended Diſcoveries ; for it 
ſerved turn to give them credit, to 
fay,. that fuch Relations had been pre- 
ſerved from the Searches of thoſe Hi 
q#s/irors , and (0 that they were by ac« 
cident found'oat in fome corner, where 
ve RY choſe that forged them, 
both hid them and found them : and 
the matter would no doubt have been 
received with. more Credit, if ſome 
Dream'or Viſion had been pretended, 
as that which had made the Diſcovery. 
Of all thoſe Legends none'is more co- 
pious, nor leſs credible than that' of 
the Thebean Legion, and that upon 
mERny accounts ; but as the filence,not 
only 
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only of Ex/chins and Sulpiciae Severus, 
bur of all the orher Writers. of the 
fourth Centzry, gave a juſt Prejudice 
&gainſt a S-oxy that begun not to ap» 
pear till the middle of rhe fifth Contury; 
{o the politive Teſtimony of Zetan- 
tixe, who excepts the Gaales from the 
Perſecution , puts an cnd to the Fable. 
For tho he thews fo great a difpoſt- 
tion to ſpeak well of Conflence , that 
this may ſeem-tolefſenthe Authority of 
one, who to make his Court with the 
Son., would.naturally raife the Fathers 
Character ; yer fo remarkable a trans» 
aftion as that was , could not have 
been fuppreit with any fort of Decen- 
cx, by one that muſt have certainly 
heard of it if it was true. 

The falfe appearance of a greatneſs 
of mind, that was interred from Dzocle- 
tran's reſigning the Empire, 1salfo ta- 
ken oft by this Relarrez ; fince it is 
plain , that both D:ecletian's Brain was 
turned, and that he was forced roitz 
ſo that his Refgnatzon was not the Ef- 
fe of his Philoſophy, but of the Un 
natural «Ambition of is Son in Law 
Maximan, 


The Subject of this Dsſconrſe, and 
"A the 
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the Application to which a Tran/la- 
#:0n of 1t tyed me , together with the 
preſent ſcene of affairs, led my mind ve 
naturally into more general thoughts. if 
the Charaters of thoſe Ancient Per- 
fecntors, ſuchas theſe, that they had de- 
livered. themſelves up to all the Bru- 
talities of ſenſual Pleaſure, that they 
had ruined their Subjects by. ſevere 
tmpoſitionsfor maintaining vaſt Armies, 
that they had in their Wars , ſhewed 
more care than was decent in preſer- 
ving themſelves out of all danger, that 
#hey were weak to the moit exeef- 
five Flatteries, the Profuſeneſs of their 
Expence in the raiſing of coſtly Bui/d- 
3ngs, their great Sxcceſs in a courſe of 
many years , their Superſtitious and 
Fearful Tewpers, and to crown all, the 
Cruelty that they practiſed in the Per- 
ſeeution, to which they were uneafily 
drawn,andin which they begun art firit 
with requiring all to abjare , beſides 
many other particulars ; all theſe, I 
ſay, inſenſfibly carry ones thoughts to 
make Parallels between ſome Modern 
Perſecutors , and thoſe that are here 
ſer forth : but if the reſpect due to. 
their ſublime Chareter , > 
rive 
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drive away thoſe leſs decent fallies of 
his mind , to which he is carried be- 
fore he is aware, yet the Importance 
Bf this matter leads to ſpeculations 
that are more General , and by conſe- 
quence leſs offenſive, And fince the 
Melancholy State of things at preſens 
carried me 1n thoſe Intervals in which 
I diſcontinued the-dry work of trans 
lating , to conſider the grounds on 
which thoſe' cruel and perſecuting 
Do&rines and Prattices are founded, to- 
gether with the Motives from which 
they riſe , the Characters that accom- 

any them, and the Effefts that fol- 
be them; I thought I might be for- 
given a little, if I took the liberty ro 
twell up the bulk of this ſmall Book 
with a Preface of ſome: length ; in 


$ which my deſign is not only to ex- 


pole this 111 natured Principle, and to 


3 ſthew, thar where-ever it is authoriſed, 


tt is a more infallible mark of an 4n« 
tichriſtian Charch , than all the other 
Characters are of an -fallible (hwrch , 
to which thoſe pretend , that have died 


s# themſelves ſo red in the Blood of o- 
# thers ;. but likewiſe to form in -the 
Minds of thoſe who hate Perſecutiong 


A 5 - perhaps 
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erhaps only becauſe they either feel 
* _—_—_ aFraid of it, ſuch a Norton: 
of rhis Matter , as may preſerve them. 
from falling into the fame Excefles if 
a Revolation in the State of Afﬀairs 
thoutd pur ir in their Power , ro uſe 
others as hardly as they have been uſed 
them. It has been often obferved, 
that tho a Plea for Moderation is the 
San&uary of all the Unfortunate, yer 
their Fortunes came no ſooner to be 


changed, but thar they inſenfibly got | 


mro that Principle which was ſo much 
decried by themſelves , when their 
Afﬀairs were in an ill condition: as if 
the only quarrel that they had to Per- 
fecution , was becauſe they had not the 
managing of it themſelves, I will treat 


this Subje&t with all the eloſenets that } 


the Matter deſerves , or that I am ca- 


pable of; and will avoid the ſerving up: |} 
what I am to propoſe with the gar- | 


niſhings of the fine Sayings of others: 


for as that would carry me too far , ſo: # 


agood Reaſon is fo much a better thing,, 


than a. round Period ,. or a laboured # 
Sentence, thar the Mmd finds, rt felf | 


fatished with the eve, whereastheFan- 
y.is only pleafed with the other. 
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All Perfecution riſes out. of an- Im« 
patience of Spirit ,,which makes a man 
lets able to bear Contradiftion. There 
. Is a Tyranny in moſt mens nature, 
which makes them defare to ſubdue alt 
others by the ſtrength of their under- 
fandings : and fuch men have an; im« | 
placable hatred to all that do not:ren- 
der themſelves to their Reaſons; and 
think that they are affronved when. 0+ 
ther men refuſe to ſubmit to them: {o 
that he who would firike at Perſecu- 
#on- in- its root,. muſt begin here', and 
endeavour to ſoften men , eſpecially 
rowards thoſe who differ,from-:them. in. 
matters of Religion. This: Imperious. 
temper, when it works upon Subjects 
of Religion, finds ſomewhat to raiſe 
ws ſpleen , that was of it ſelf Impe- 
tuous enough before : and that whuch: 
1s called Fry and Rage, when it 1s 1+ 
ployed in other Ds/pwzes , comes to be 
Ealied Zeat when it is turned towards: 
the Fheories that relate to another 
World. | 

But when we conſider what a ſub- 
lime thing Divime Tynrhb is, and what 
a- poor low thing the Mind of Manis,, 
We thall fee cauie to blunt a little the 

oY edac 


1 The PREFACE. 


edge of our Spirits, if they are too 
ſharp in ſuch matters. Man is much 
—_ by Fancy , and. Fancy fol- 
ows the texture of the Animal Spi- 
Tits , which renders many more capa- 
ble of apprehending Objects that are 
ſome way proportioned to them , and 
more diſpoſed to follow them ; ſo 
that Temper prepares men for ſome. 
Opinions and prepoſleſſgs them a- 
gainſt others. With thGreater part of 
mankind , Education is ſo powerful, 
that they are ſcarce able ever to over- 
come 1t; and if Education and Tem- 
per have hit together, it will require 
a very Extraordinary elevation to reſcue 
a Man from their force. Men like- 
wiſe receive with their Impreſſions of 
Religion {ſuch a reſpect for them , as 
makes them look on every thought 
that calls them in queſtion as crimi- 
nal: and when perſons are bred up to 
diſquiet themſelves with Scruples, if 
they have ſo much as made a doubt 
of their Religion, it is not hard to ſee 
them adhere ſo firmly to the Prencs- 
ples of their Education, which ſtick fo 
taſt ro the worſt ſort of men, that e- 
ven eAtheiſts themſclyes after all the 
EEE | pains, 
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pains they take to get rid of them, 
cannot ſhake them off ſo entirely, 
bur that they will be apt to return oft 
upon them. Men that think much, 
and that Reaſon well, that are freed 
from- the biaſs that Intereſt, Honour, 
Kindred, and Cuſtom, do give them, 
and that have leiſure to gxamine mat- 
ters carefully , may infec get above 
all theſe: yer there are fo few that can 
do this , and there are yet fo much 
fewer,that will do it; that it is rather 
a wonder to ſee ſo many change their 
Perſwaſions, than to ſee ſo few do it. 
And indecd it is ſo ſubiime a Theory to 
think on God, and his Attributes and 
Works, or to think of another State, 
and of the Way that leads to it, that 
till God furniſhes out a new Miſſion of 


3 4poſitles with a Meaſure of thoſe Ex- 
$ traordinary gitts, which he pouredous 
g on the Great Pentecoft, it is not eaſy 


to imagine how the Converſion of 
Heathen Nations ſhould be made. For 
tho the /dolatry of ſome of thele isex- 


YZ tream gros .yet their Priefts have ſuch 
2g Symbolical fgnifications for all theſe 


Rites, that they do much diminiſh 
the horror which is raiſed by the firſt 
| A 7 ſight 
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Gght of them in the minds of Stran- 
gers; and ſmce the chief grounds, upon 
which we prove'the Cr:/tian Religion, 
are taken from the Prophecies in the 
Old Teſtament and their Accomplith- 


ment in the New , from the Evidence | 


that was given concerning the AMira- 
cles, the Death, and the Reſurre#zon of 
Chrift',. which we confirm from the- 
Collateral Proofs of the State of that 
time , of the writings of the Enemies 
of this Religren, and of that Succeſſion: 
of Authors that mall the Ages that 
have paſt fince, have mentioned theſe 
matters, and cited the Books which we: 
hold to be Divine. All this is ſo evi- 
dent to thoſe who can make the En- 
quiry , that it is ſtrange to find how 


any one can withſtand it ; but to Bar- |} 
barians, whoknow nothing of it, and- | 


who: have no way. of forming them- 
{elves concerning ut, all rhiscan fignt- 
fy nothing. So that in-order to- the 
convincing their underſtandings, (for 
E do not treat of Gods fecrer Methods 
m touching their Conſciences) I do- 
not ſce how we ſhould expect that 
they ſhould yield eafily,. unleſs there: 
were a new Power of working ira. 

cles. 
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cles conferred on thofe who labour in. 


this work. And what noiſe ſoever the: 
” | Miſſionaries may make with their #- 
Ce | yaclesinthole remote parts, it is plain, 
- | theſe are all Impoſtures; for the moſt 


neceflary ofalt other Mzracles for the 
Converſtonof ftrange Nations, bemgrhe* 
Gift of Tongues, with whick the Apofles 


he” & were ſo wonderfully furnifhr at firſt, 
at | and fince they all areforced to acknow. 
ies | ledge, rhat this is wanting to them, we 
on- © have all poffible reaſon to conclude, 


that God would not change his Me- 
thods, or qualify 'men to work Won. 
ders, and not give them that which is 


vi- Þ both the moſt ſenſible and rhe moſt uſe- 
Un- © fal of all others, towardsthat end for” 
ow © which he authorifes them. 

ar | But to return from this digreſſion, 


J a man 1s ſcarce the Maſter of his own- 
thoughts : Habit , Conftiturion, and 
Mother things do fo concur, thar he can- 
20t open his eyes tonew Obje&s , nor- 
ce them in a new Light other than. 
at in which he has been accuſtomed 
o view them; and a Man can nomore- 
hange his notions of things , becauſe- 
2-fert of new Opimons would accomo- 
late him better ,, than. he can change: 
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the reliſh that his ſenſes, his ear or his 
raft has in their objeEts; a man may pre- 
varicate, bur he ſtill thinksas he thinks; 
and cannot think otherwiſe, becauſe he 
would have himſelfdo ſo: Butifa man 
1s notyxhe maſter of his own mind, | 
much leſs 15 any other man the Maſter 
of it. No man has that Superiority 
over any other mans reaſon, as to ex- 
pet, that it ſhould alwayes accomo- 
date it ſelf to his : and the ſevereſt ex- 
erciſe of Tyranny muſt {till Ieave the 
thoughts at. liberty : the forcing a 
man to ſay, or do otherwiſe than he 
thinks , by threatnings, the execution 
of which is above his force to endure, 
is only thedelivering over ſuchaperſon 
to the rack of his own Conſcience here, 
and to all thoſe miſeries hereafter,which 
muſt be the portion of Hipocrites, and | 
of Diſſemblers with God or Man. 
Nor is there ſuch an infallible diſtin« 
Etion in one mans nature from another, 
that the one is more like to be in the 
right than the other: Since therefore, 
among allthoſe that difter, ſomemulit . 
be in the wrong , thofe that have the 
power in their hands, may poſhbly be 
of the wrong ide, and in that —_—_— | 
: TRELP 
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their Severity is turned againſt the 
Truth, and thoſe who believe it.} And 
fince God makes the Sun to ſhine, and 
the Rain tofall on thejuſt as well as the 
unjuſt, Gideons reaſoning may be ap- 
plyed to this matter sf Baal is ag God, 


| Þ ler himplead for himſelf; and the force 


of Gamaliels Argument , that f it zs 
of e Men, it will come to nonght ; and 
sf tis of God, we muſt not fight againſt 
him. Asit lilenced an Aſſembly of very 
fierce Perſecators, 1o itisfullas ſtrong 
now , as it was then: For Reaſon 1s 
Eternal , and changeth not. It ſeems 
alſo plain , that thoſe Aﬀtions which 
Concern humane Society, belong indeed 
to the Authority of the Magiſtrate 
but that our thoughts, with relation 
to God, and ſuch actions as arife out 
g of thoſe thoughts, and in which others 
have no intereſt, are Gods Immediate 
Province; and can belong to no 0- 
ther Juriſdiction. God only knows our 
houghts ,as he alone can change them 
ſo that a Magiftrate by encreaching 
upon them, breaks in upon Gods pro- 
priety, and uponthateſlential right of 
humane nature; of. worſhipping God 
according to our conyiction , which 

fo is 
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is inns Antecedent to all humane Go« 


vernment ,and cannever become fub- = 
je& to it. the 
But if the General Theories from be ; 
the nature of man, give a very favou- Þ ,,,- 
rable view of what 1s now advanced, Pas. 
the charaCters of the Chriſtian Religion, | | _ } 
and the many expreſs texts that are in No 
it ſhould determine this matter more |, 
poſitively. 'The Religion. revealed by B. - 
«Moſes conſiſted in'Temporal Promifes, Ro 
an Earthly Cana», andallthe bleflings FJ - 
of this life z ſo that fince the Ferves had have 


all theſe things by vertue of rhat Cove- 
nant, it was very reafonable that &vio- 
lation of thar Law thould mfer a 
forfeiture of all chofe Rights, that the 
7ews held by vertne of it; and theye- 
fore 1t was as juſt, that a = ſhould 
have been put to death for the violation 
of thoſe Laws, as it is lawful forvus to: 
put a man to death, that coins or clips j 
Money : yet as for Opiniony the caſe 
was. different, even among the 7ews : | 
and therefare, tho the Do&trines of the. 
Sadducees ſtruck at the Foundations of 
all Religion , the Phariſees , when: 
they bad the upper hand, never carried 
the matter ſo far as to proceed to ex- 
tremitics. 
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tremities againſt them. Bur what Se» 
verities ſoever might haveagreed with 
the Afoſaicat diſpenfation, they ſeemto 
be all out of doors under the Chriſtian 
Religion ; which gives us no Earthly 
Canaan , no Temporal Bleſſings, nor 
the Rules for Civil Society: bur havin 
found the World in the poſſeſſion o 
their Temporal Rights, it only came 
tofuperadd to rhoſe the DofEtrines and 
Rules of a Divine Diſcipline ', upon 
which the Happineſs or Miferies of 
another Statedo depend. Now it ſeems 
to be an unconteſted Rule in Juſtice, 
that in whatſoever Society one 1s ENYA» 
ged, the Violation of the Lawsofthat. 
zociety can only infer a Forfeiture of 
allthatone had or might have expected 
by vertue of it: but thiscannot be car- 
ied ſo far, as to make one forfeit all. 
E hat he holds by vertue of any other 
Society , to: which he belongs; and 
herefore, ſince we hold our Temporal 


* ME/ares and Liberties, not by vertue of 


pur Chrifianity, but as we are the 
embers of the State or Kingdom to 
hich we belong, our doingany thing 
hat is only contrary to. our Religion , 


ay well make us forfeit all thar be- 
longs 
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longs to usby vertue- of our Baptiſmal 
Covenant; but this ought nor —_ Car- 
ried ſo far as to cut off thoſe Rights 
that we have antecedent to our Chr:- 
fſtianity, as wearee Men, and the Sub- 
jefts of a (vil Government. Our Sa-. 
viour confirmed allthis by ſaying, that 
his Kingdom was netof this World z that 
he came not to deſtroy, but to ſave; and 
by giving this Rule of Juſtice , of doing. 
to others that which. we would have 
ethers do ts us ; Which would ſoonlet 
all Perfecutors ſee how differently they . 
aft toit: butaboveall, our Saviour has 
made the Doctrines of Meekneſs and ' 
Charity, ſuch main Ingredients in his 
Goſpel, that he has made them the 
Charatters by which his Diſciples may 
be every where known; and this Spzrit 
of Love is ſo diffuſed thro the whole. 
Writings of the IV. Teſtament, that 
how hard ſoever it may be to under- 
ſtand ſome of the other paſſages that 
are inthem, yet there is no ambiguity 
at all in thoſe that ſer this forth 3 we 
are not only reſtrained from raining 
thoſe who differ trom us, but weare 
required to love them, to bear with 
them, and to deal with them in the 

Spurit 
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Spirit of Meekneſs :there are ſome of the 
Epiſtles that do not mention ſeveral of 
the Duties Incumbent on Chriſtians, 
yet there is not one, how ſhort ſoever, 
in which this of Love is not propoſed , 
in terms that are both ſtrong and ren- 
der ; and while the Charch of Corinth 
was almoſt rent aſunderby a variety of 
Opinions, and by the different Parnes 
that followed the ſeveral Teachers that 
had been among them ; St. Par! does 
not enter much into the Grounds of 
their Diſputes, but recommends Love 
and Charity tothem, in terms that ſhew 
how much he himſelf was Inflamed 
while he writ them and he is carried 
into all the raptures of a Divine Elo- 
quence that. ſo tranſporting a Subje& 
could inſpire : S. Fehr, lived ſo long as 
to ſee a greatdeal of the firſt fer vour of 
the Chriſtian Religion ſlacken ; but 
when he writ to revive that Spirit, the 
Argument upon which he dwells chief- 
ly, is to perſuade all to love one another, 
and he does that in the ſofteſt and moſt 
melting terms that can be. imagined. 
'The Controverſy concerning the O- 
bligation that lay ow the Gentiles for 
obeying the Xoſaical Law, was judged 
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by the Apoſtles againſt the 7udaiſers, 
and the Interences that depended on 
that Controverſy wereſuch, that Saint 
Pauiſhews, they went ſofar as tomake 
void the Death of Chrift; yet the ſame 
Apofle is gentle to thoſe rhat without 
ſeeing theexrent oftheſe conſequences, 
were carried away by thoſe 7udaiſers ; 
ſo that heacknowledges, that in their 
obſerving them from a good motive, 
they were acceprable ro God; and that 
as the Kingdom of God, orthe Goſpel, 
conſifted not in thoſe ſcrupulous Di- 
NinEtions of Meats and of Drinks, but 
in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the 
HelyGheſt; ſoheadds, thatevery man 
was to endeavour to be fully perſua- 
ded in'his own mind , and was not to 
judge his Brother in {uch matters, but 
toleave him to the Judgment of God, 
This way of .managing a Controverſie, 
that was of ſuch importance, andthat 
was maintained with ſo ſtiff an Oppo- 
ſition, even to that extraordinary Au- 
thority that was lodged in the efpoftles 
ought to have been the meaſure upon 
| Which all the {ucceeding Ages of the 
Church, ought fo have tormed them 
ſelves; and when the Apoſtles, that had 

An 
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an infallible Aſſiſtance, and ſo might 
have ſpoken in a ſtrain of a higher Au- 
thority than any that have come after 
them, yet thought fit to treat of thoſe 
Matters in ſuch an humble and ſoftning 
ſtite, thoſe who cannot pretend tro 
ſuch a dire&ion, ought not to- take 
upon them to dictate, and to threaten 
and deſtroy thoſe who differ from 
them. 

It is indeed an amaling thing, to ſee 
how much the Chriſtian Church has de- 
parted from that Pattern : and when 
one conſiders the firſt beginnings of the 
Chriſtian and the Mahometan Religion , 
he isnotalittle ſurpriſed to ſee thechan- 

es that have befallen both. The bleſs 
ed Author of our Holy Rel:gron, as he 
was a Pattern for Humihry and Chari- 
ty , ſo he was made perfett thro Suffe. 
rings: and his Religion, as it contains 
[mots te ſuteable ro the Example that 
e-gave, whichare ſet down in the plai- 


neſt and moſt perſuading Ex ons 
s firſt G 


poſlible, fo it gained its firſt Glory in 
the World, and obtained its chief 
Triumphs over it, by the Meckeeſs 
and Gentleneſs, and the Love and Cha- 

ricy of thoſe who embraced it: on the 
2 Contrary 


. 
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contrary, the Mahometan Religion bes 
gan in the Perſon of that Impoftor, with 
all the Fiercenels of rage, and was car 
ried on by theSword, by which Aa- 
homet pretended that he was ſent of 
Godtoconvert the World: The Na- 
tions that have received the Mahomeran 
Religion , are by their Conſtitution 
"rough. and barbarous: and yet how 
ſhameful a reverſe of the firit beginn- 
ings of the two Relzgions is but too vi- 
ſible tothe World: the Mahometrans in 
a courſe of ſeveral Ages are ſo much 
ſoftned, that inſtead of that cruelty 
wich which their Religion appeared at 
firſt, theyare now ſogentle , that thoſe 
.of a Religion, which beheves theirs to 
be only an Impoſture, live ſecure un- 
der them , and know the Przce that the 
. Liberty of their, Conſcience mult riſe to: 
and that being payed, they enjoy in all 
other reſpe&s the Protection of the 
Government, together with the pu- 
blick Exerciſe of their Religion: where- 


as on the other hand, that part of the] 


Chriſtian Church, that pretends the 
higheſt, has ſo far departed from the 
Meekneſs of its eAuthor , and of his 


firſt Followers , that EY 
| al 
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all the poliſhings of Learning and Cj. 
vilty that are in it, it is nowthecruel- 
leſt and the moſt implacable Sacter 
that haseveryetappeared in the World: 
if there were no other Evidences. but 
this ſingle one, it 15enough to demons 
ſtrate, how much that Body has de» 
parted from its firſt Inſtitution : and 
if our Saviour has given us aſhort A» 
bridgment of the Character of theDe. 
vil 1n theſe rwo qualities, that he x 4 
Lyar aud a Marderer,then any Body of 
men, that has decreed, that faith i noe 
ro be kept to Hereticks, and that has alſo 
decreed the Murder of ſo many Innocent 
Perſons , who have done nothing a- 
g4inſt that Civil Society to which they 
belong , that deſerves a forfeiture of 
their Lives ; ſuch a Body, I lay, if- 
we may take our Saviours Character 
for a Rule, looks more like the Fol- 
lowers of that failen Spurit, than the 
Body of which the Lamb of God is the 
Head. And when we conſider the 

TW plain and expreſs Words, in which the 
great Duties of a Holy Life are deli- 
vered in Scripture, but molt particular. 
ly thoſe of Love and Charity, and the 

ng Darkneſs that are in many other paſ- 
al B ſages 
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fages of which the meaning is more 
diſputable, it looks like an unaccoun- 
table Perverſeneſs to ſee men, who ſtill 
pretend to make that Book their Rule, 
yet to be fo viſibly faulty in executing 


the one, and fo exceſhively- ſevere in j 


impoſing the other , of which 1. ſhall 
content my {elf to give one ſingle In- 
ſtance. 


Pope Leo the Tenth in the Reforma- | 
tron*that hefet out 9 with the concur- | 


rence of the Lateran Corncil, order'd 
a ſevere Proſecution to be made of all 
Hereticks ,and that all the Lawsagainſt 
them ſhould be put in execution: 
bur at'the ſame time, he order'd ſuch 
Night puniſhment againſt rhoſe that 


ſhould wilfulyand publickly Blaſpheme | : 


Godand Chrift, even tho they relapſed 
in it oyer and over again, that itis plam 


he had no mind to deter men with too | 


much feverity from the practice of | 


that which was ſo common in hs 
own Court: aſmallFine, or the For- 
feiture of the Profits of a Benefice, is 
all the puniſhment that he laid on-the 
one, even when Clergy men relapſed.in 
ir. This may ſerveto ſhew, that-rtho 
naturally one is apt to think Blaſphemy 


a much 


ie 


hf. cos ” "YN a ©: 


DV Cd  MRMMGgE ANG mwe.C 


= 


BS —þ& bole rnd FEW 


7 jd pres 4 


© FRAY ww rm ls Oo 


T&kwk0o- 0On 


The PREFACE. 25 
a much more heinous Crime than He- 
reſp, yet 2 Pope , together with 2 
Council, which they pretend was ,Ge- 
neral, made a Diſtinction in the pus 
niſhing of them , which 1s very litthe 
for their Honour. 

The Chriftians .did, during the firſt 
Ages, declare highly againſt all Crzel- 
ty on the Account of a Difference of 
Perſuaſion in matters of Rel:gion : and 
tho their Intereſt Naturally led them ts 
this, yet we paſs a very hard Judgment 
on thoſe times, it we think. that they 
were only of that mind, becauſe the 
Power was then in the hands of their 
Enemies, When the Empire turned 
Chriſtian , the very Heatheu Worship 


was not only tolerated for above a 


whole Age together, but the Heathens 
themſelves continued to bein the chief 
Imployments of the Empire: and it is 
pleaſant to ſee how the Feathers, that 
had ſo long perſecuted the Chriſtians, 
and that had contrived the ſevereſt of 
all the Perſecations under 7alian, which 
very probably had been put in execu- 
tion , if he had returned victorious 
from his Perſian Expedition, ſaw the 
State of things no ſooner altered, than 

Cn = - they 
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they began to imploy all their Elo- 
quence 1n the behalf of T oleration; as 
it Libertyof Conſcience had been an eſ- 
ſential Right of Mankind, from which 
they ought never to be cut off : and 
they earryd this fo far, as to pretend, 
thata difference in Religron tends more 


to the Honour of God, than a Uni- | 


formity 1nt coulddo: and fo they fan- 
cied, thata variety 1n it was acceptable 
. Lo God. 


The firſt ſeverity that Chriſtians | 
practiſed upon ene another, was the | 


banithing of eArins, and a few of his 
; Followers : it muſt beacknowledged, 
that this ſeems to be the utmoſt extent 
of Civid Anthority in thoſe matters: 
for certainly a Government may put 
ſuch perſons our of its protection , that 


are Enemies to its Peace, and ſo ba- | 


nh them upon great occaſions , gi- 


ving them leave to ſel] their Eſtates, 


and to carry away with them all that 
belongs to them ; yet this being all 


_that any Humane Government can | 


. claim, 1t ought not to be applicd too 
. eafily norraſbly, till it is vifable , that 
all,other Remedies are ineffectual, and , 


that the publick Safety can be no other 
JT way 
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way ſecured: but tho this ſeverity a- 


ainſt Arixs had no great effects , yer 
Cy Artians had no ſooner the Power 
eſ- © in their bands, than they pug in pra- 
ch F ice firſt all the Contrivances of Craft 
nd & and Fraud; together with many leſs. 
d, Þ crying. Violences., under. Canffarce ,, 
re F and. they,, carried this afterwards to A 
1t- F more open. Perſecution under; FValens:. 
mn. BF andafter that, both in Spain and Afric 
le F it appeared, that a cruel Spirit was ſo 
inherent in that party, that it ſhewed 
es $ itſelf as oft as ever they had it in, their 
he F Power : but while Yalens perſecuted 
Uus in his Diviſion of the Empire, it is ob- 
1, & ſerved, that Yalentinian -his. Brother 
nt F thought it was enough to ſupport.the 
'S: Orthodox , without perſecuting rhe 
ut F other; Gratian carried the matter fur- 
at F ther, and tolerated both almoſtequal- 
4- # ly. Andin the happy turn under Thea. 
i = doſes ,at what pains was S. Gregory Na- 
Sy & Z2ranzeneto reſtrain the Oithobs fron 
at F retaliating upon the Arians the ill 
ul BY treatment that they had ſuffered from 
um them: andnotonly the Novatians, but 
0 | even the e£ians, continued to have 
at F their Churches in the Imperial Cities. 
df Thefirſt Inſtance of the Imploying the 
B 3 _-. - Secular 
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Secular Arm againſt Hereticks, that” 
was ſet on by any of the Orthodox.,. 


was under the Reign of that” bloody 
Tyrant Maximus , and it was managed 


by two ſuch ſcandalous Bishops, that 
their ill Lives is no ſmall Prqudice a- 


po every thing. that: was carried on 
y fuch Inſtruments. This was-con- 


demned by the. beſt Bzshops © of that 


Age, and the ill Effe&s of rhat Seve- 


rity are very copiouvſty marked by the: 
Hiſtorian. One is unwilling , for the 
fake of thoſe Apes, to reflect on the: 
Rigour that appears in ſome Laws 


that are 1n the Code; yet the mild be- 


haviour of Arricxs, Proclus;; and ſome: 


other B:shops , is marked with the prai- 
fes that were duetoit: and it is proba- 
ble, that thoſe Laws were rather made 
toterrify, thanthat they{hould be exe- 
cuted, 

The Doxatifts, after a Conteſt of a- 


bove 120 years continuance, that was 
managed at firft more gently , grew at: 
laſt ſo fierce and intolerable, that nor 


being contented with their own Chur-' 
ches,they broke in upon the Churches 
of thoſe of the Unity : and committed: 


many Outrages on the Perſons of —_ 
0 
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| ſuffer all that could come upon t 
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of the Brichops, putting out the Eyeg 
of ſome, and leaving others for Dead : 
the Bishops upon that conſulted, whe- 
ther they oughr ro demand nor only the 
Emperour's Protection , but the Appli- 
cation of the Laws madeagainſt Here- 
zicks to the Donartifts., S. Auſtin and 
ſome Brshops oppoſed this- for ſome 
time; butthey yielded at laſt: and theſe 
Laws were o ſeverely executed, that 
not only the Donari/fs rhemielves com- 
plained heavily.of them, but 8. Auſtin 
in ſeveral Letters that he writ to the 
Magiſtrates upon this occaſion , made 
the ſame complaints ;: he interceded 
ver earneſtly for the Donatifts ,, and 
ſaid, that sr detrafted much from the 
Glory of the Church , that had received 
ſo much Honour from the ſufferings of 
the Martyrs, to ſee others ſuffer upon 
the account of the Church : and he told 
them plainly, that sf they did not pro- 
ceed more moderately, the _ would 

em from 


the Rage of the Donatiſts, rather than 


' Complain any more tothoſe who atted ſo 


rigorouſly, Yet tho S. Auſtin cons 
demn'd the Exceſles of the: Civil Ma- 
g#ftrates in ſome particulars, he {et him- 

B 4 ſelf 
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ſelf ro juſtify Severity in General, 
whenit was imployedupon the account 
of Religion , and all the moderate 
Pleadings for Liberty, thatare to be 
found either in Tertullian , Cyprian, and 
more copiouſly in our Author Lattan- 
tus , With relation to Heathens, and 
the like 'Reafonings that are' to' be 
found in” Arhanaſires, Hilary, and Luci- 
fer, with Relation to the Perſecu- 
tions of the Arians , were 1n a great 
meaſure forgot ; Saint Auſtin had a 
hear of Imagination , that was very 
copious, which way ſoevefr he turned 
it : andthis was imployed chiefly in al- 
legorifing Scripture ,' ſo as tobring to- 
gether a vaſt number of proofs for e- 
very cauſe that he undertook ; with- 
out troubling himſelf to examine criti- 
cally what the true meaning of thoſe 
Paſſages might be: and he1s ſo apt ro 
run out in all his Reaſonings into ex- 
ceſive Amplifications , and into all 
the Figures of copious and uncorreCt 
Eloquence, that it is no wonder to find 
that paſſage of our Savioxr in the Pa- 
rable, compel them to enter in , with 
ſome other places miſapplyed on this 

occaſion, 
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With .that Father. the Learning.of 
the Weſtern Charch fell very low, {o 
thathis Works came to be more xead in 
the ſucceeding Ages, than the Wm- 
tings.of all the other Fathers: and in 
this ,-as in. other things , men that 
knew not-how to reaſon themſelves , 
contented themſelves with thar, .lafte 
and cheap way, of copying from bim,, 
and of depending on his Authority. 
The Incurſion of the Northern  Na« 
tions, that overthrew the Roman Em- 
Fire , and thoſe Poliſhings of .Learn- 
4ng..and Civility. that tell, with it, 
brought on a.Night of Ignorance, thar 
can-ſcarce be apprehended, by thoſe 
who have not read the Writings of the 
following Ages: Superſtition grew up- 
on the, ruins .of Learning, and eat up 
all; : The fierce 'Tempers of the Nor- 
thern; People being mufled up .in Igno- 
range, and- wrought.on, by Superlſti- 
tion, werecaſily leavened with Cruel- 
ty : perhaps the Holy Wars, and what 
they obſerved in the Rage as well as in 
the.Succciles of the Saracens,heightned 
this further ; at lait Hereſy came to be 
reckoned the: grearelit of all Crimes ;and 
as it condemned men to everlaiting 
| B 5 Burning 
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Burning ſo it was thought that thoſe 


might be well anticipated' by tempo- 


rary ones of the '/nqui/itors -Kindling. . 
Ir 1s true, the Church pretended that . 
ſhe would ſhed no Blood:: but all this : Þ 
was inſufferable- jugling : for the | 
Churchmen declared who were obſti- - % 
nate or relapſed Hereticks;' and the Se- | 
cutar Arm was required to be ever 1n | 
readineſs to execute their- Sentence. -} 
This was not only claimed by the B:- |} 
$Hops, but it was made a part of their | 
Oath-at: their Conſecration, that they | 
Jshould: Oppoſe and Perſecute Hereticks 


30 the utmoſt of their power: Nor were 


they contented-to proceed by the com- - 
mor: Rules of Juſtice upon Accuſations - 
and'W itneſſes; but all Forms were ſ{u- 
rceded, and they by vertue of: their | 
Paſtoral Authority, (as ifthat had been -| 
given them to: Worry theirSheep, and -þ 


not: to Feed them ) 'objeCted--Artickes 
ro their Priſoners upon ſuſpition, 'and 
required them to pargs themſetves of 
them-by Oath : and 

were not perhaps all fo equally 'Zealous 
and*Cruel , ſome of them-being Per» 
ſons of great Quality , ſo that ſome 


remnants ofa generous Education y.and 
ot:: 


ecauſe- Brehops i 
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of. their lay pity , might {ſtill han 
about them Han dr , Doaninick 
took this work. to task', and his Order 
hasever ſince furniſhed the World with 
a ſet of Inguifitors, compared to whom 
all that had ever dealt in Tortures in 
any former times were but Bunglers. 

So far has this Melancholy Specula- 
tion of- the Degeneracy of the Church 
of Rome carried me : they at laſt came 
to extol a Zeal againſt Here/ie as the 
higheſt Act of Piety towards God : and 
finceHerefie isreckoned byS. Paw#/among 
the Works of the Fleth , it ſeemedas juit 
to punith it in' the ſevereſtmanner, as1t 
was: to punith any of the other Works 
of. the: Flech : and (ince all Heretichs, - 
were looked on-as Perſons damned, all 
Tenderneſs towards them , and Pity 
for them, was as far extinguiſhed as it © 
was poſſible. Fora falſe Religion will 
not calily have the better of good Na- 
ture ſoentirely, asto root it quite out z 
tho it muſt be acknowledged that the 
Roman Relig;on has done more towards : 
that , than any other that has eyer yet 
appearedin the World. All the room - 
that was left for good Nature, was the 
favourable Definition- that was = x 

&- of: 
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of Hereſy : by which Obftinacy was 
-made its, peculiar Character, that di- 
Ringuiſhed' it from Error, which lies 
in a more Innocent Miſtake concern- 
ing Divine Matters: 'and as many have 
explain'd this Obſznacy, it amountsto 
'acontinuing in Errour after one'ts con- 
vinced of it. This Notion of Hereſy, 
which has been received by many of 
the greateſt Men evenin the Church of 
Rome it ſelf, ſeems to agree well with 
that of Sr. PaxPs ranking Hereſy a- 
mong the Works of the Flech, for if it 
is meerfy a miſtake in the Judgment, 
1n which one continues, becauſe he can- 
not overcome his perſuaſion, nor ſce 
Reaſons that are ſtrong enough to ob- 
lige him to change his Mind, ſuchan 
adhering to Errer' may be called any 
thing rather than a Work of the Flesh . 
Burt if a Man from a Principle of Inte- 
reſt, Pride, or Di{content, either 
throws himſelf into ill Opinions, or 
continues in them after his Mind 1s bet- 
cr enlighrned, fo thar he ſtifles and 
' denies that inward Conviction, then the 
Reaſon is very plain, why ſucht an'ill 
Temper of Mind ſhould be reckoned a 
Mrk of the Fleaih, becauſe it plainly 
XY ariſes 
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ariſes out of a depraved -Nature. 
I will not here enter into ſo trouble- 
ſome an Enquiry as it would be ; to ext- 
mine how taran Erroneors Conſcienceace 
quits one before God;'for that muſt be 
lefr to Him, who will judge every Man 
accordi®; to his Works, and who-belt 
knows how far he will accept of'a ge- 
neral Repentance of unknown Sins, and 
of a general ACE of Faith , even of 
Truths that are yet unknown ; but as 
for the Judgments of men, certainly 
when the other parts of ones life make 
it clear, not only to a Judgment of 
Charity, but even to that of Diſcre- 
tion, that he is fincere, and that he 
means well, it is hard to know when 
he is Ob/tinate, and when his Errors be- 
come Hereſies , thatis tofay , Works of 
ge Flog; if 0 - | 
So farhave I been'ledupon the conſi- 
deration of 'the Spirit of Perſecution, 
that 1s not only warranted by- Cuſtom, 
and a long continued Practice ; but 
15 by the Authority not'only of Popes, 
bur even of General Conncils, eſta li- 
ſhed intoaLaw on the Church of Rome. 
I am carried next into a Scene of 
Thoughts that any particularly 


7 ſured 


ples of-the 
according to our Tenezszforthe Church * 
of Rome , that pretendstobe Sf allible, 
has a better Right to demand a blind * 
Sdbmiſhion from all its Subje&ts, and | 
to treat thoſe roughly who refule to | 
grant it , than a Chxrch: that pretends 
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futed to the Dofrines of the Reformed | 


Churches :: and here it muſt be acknow- 


_ -that Perſecution is a more Jus | 
{ti 


fable thing according to the Princs- 
nw" of Rome, than It 1s 


to nothing. but a Power-of Order and 
Government ; and that confeſſes, ſhe may 
be miſtaken. Or being Subjett to Error, 


'1s- unreaſonably urged , when men 


would carry it ſo tar as: to- make -us 
doubt of all -things : yet it ought at 


leaſt to have this effe&: on us, as-to' 


kesp.us from being too ready to judge 
hardly of thoſe Io are of another 


mind , or to uſe them roughly for it 3: 
ſince it 1spoſlible, . that they may be in } 


the Right, and that we may be miſ- 
taken at leaſt, they may have very 


probable Reaſons for their Opinions, Þ 
| which if they do-not quite juſtify their 


Miſtakes , yet do very much excuſe 
and "teflen them. Ir is hikewiſe viſible, 
that all ſeyere Proceedings. upon. the 


diyerlity 
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diverſity” of Opinions , how effeQual 
ſoever they may be on baſe-minded 
men , who'will alwayes make Ship- 
wrack of a good Conſcience, when tt 
comes in competition with the Zove of 
this preſent World , yet work-quite con- 
trarywiſe :on- men of awakned Under- 
ſtandings and* generous Souls 3 in- 
ſtead ot gaining on-ſuch Perſons , thee 
Inſpire them. with horror at a ſort of 
men who go about to: ruin compa- 
mes of people , -that never did them 
hurt. ' 1s from-this, -that thoſe Vio- 
lenr Hatreds ariſe among men of diffe. 
rentPerfuafions. Every man is not ca+ 
pable to 'underftand an Argument, or 
ro be much diſturbedat-it: andtho Ds- 
vines, that - carry their 'Speculations 
further intothe Conſequences-of Opi- 
nions, whether Real or Imaginary, 
grow hot and angry at one another 
upon thoſe Heads, yet the people un- 
derſtand them-little, and feel them leſs: 
bur every man feels an Injury, and Na- 
ture. makes her Inferences very quick - 
uponit: and concludes, that thoſe who 
eſe nsil1 , hate us: and there muſt be 
a-great degree of Regeneration to keep 
men. trom-hating thoje that hate them: - 
| Kb rs 3 upon - 


and b 
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upon this ariſes. all the Animoſity that 
is among the; ſeveral Parties : for eve- 


1y one reckoning himfelt--a Member. of 
[4 


at Body to. which he affociates him- 
ſelf, thinks that he'is obliged to reſent 
all rhe: Injuries that are 'done to his 
Fellow-members , as much as if they 


were done to himſelf in particular: | 
the fame natural Logick , he | 
caſtsthe Guilt ofthe Wrongs done his 


own Party, not only on thoſe Indivi- 


duals of the other Party, from whom | 


they did more-Imtnediately, ariſe but 
.upon the whole Body of them : and ſo 
here a Wariskindled in; mens Breaſts:, 
and when» that1s once formed. within, 
it will find ſome unhappy occaſion or 
other to give it {elf a vent. Thoſe who 
are ill uſed, are in a State, hke that of 
a Maſs of humours inthe Body , which 
roul about leſs perceived ,: till -ſfome 
unlucky Accident has weakned any 
part of it 3 and then they will all dif- 
charge themſelves on the part that ſuf< 


fers. Men that are uneakfie , naturally 
for theſe are like the. 


love Changes : 
Jhifting of poſtures yz: they give: fone 
preſent eafe , and they flatter: the Pa» 
nient with the hope of more to _ 

e 
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The Advice that the old Man of Sam- 
ninms ſent his Son, was certainly very 
wiſe ; he had Intercepted the whole 
Roman eArmyin the Hills, ſhutting:up 


the Paſſages ſo that they could neither 
go backward nor forward : rhe Fae 


ther adviſed hint firſt to diſmiſs theny - 


all withoutany Injury ,ſfince that would 
probably oblige the Romgns 5 or if 
that were not followed, to cut them 
all off; for that would weaken them 
conſiderably : whereas the middle Me- 
thod, which the General took, of let- 
ting them all go , having firſt put a 
publick Afﬀront on them; enraged 
the Romans without weakning them, 
According to this Advice it ſeems evi- 
dent , that all conſiderable Bodies of 
e Men, that are inany Srare, are to be 
ſer at eaſe, orto be quite rooted out ; 
and there is nothing wile in this ſevere 
Method, bur an extream and. an unre- 
lenting Perſecntion , and in this point, 
if the Charchof Rome has forgot the 
# Innocence of the Dove, yet it muſt be 
confeſſed , that ſhe has retained the 
Wiſdom of the Serpent. 

Perſecution is not only hurtful to 
thoſe. that ſufter many hard —_ 


Y 
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by it, but is likewiſe miſchievous to 
them, by the averſion that it inſpires 
in them to thoſe at whoſe hands they 
ſuffer, by the ill Habit of mind into 
which it throws them, and by thoſe 
violent Proje&s and Convulfions which 
do very naturally come into the heads 
of thoſe, who as they feel much, fo they: 
fear yet more: 

Thoſe® that. do perſeruter, tho they: 
ſeem to triumph for a while, with the: 
Spoils of their Enemies ; yet will ſoon- 
feel how this finks-' their Credit- ex- 
treamly among tlioſe that were” more 
Indifferent- Spe&tators, while the De» 
'bate was: managed with the Pen cor 
Tongue); bus hoy will certainly. take 
part at leaſt in-their Compaſſions with 
the Miſerable ; -and will be diſpoſed to 
think 1ll , not only of thoſe men-thar: 
afe heavy upon their harmleſs Neigh- 
bours, bur even of the Cauſe it elf, 
that is ſupported by ſuch Methods. 

The multitude even of the loweſt 
Order of men has a remnant -of good 
Nature left, which ſhews it ſelf inthe 
fad looks that all put on at the Execu- 
tions even of Malefa&ors : bur if a 
falſe Religion hasnot quite extinguiſhed 

Humanity 


a O TO 


y_—_ 
(] 


wo» 
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Humanity in its Votaries , this will 


make a more ſenſible Impreſſion, when 


men that have donenothing amiſs, and 
are only-in_. fault becauſe they - cannot 
help- thinking as they do,. are” made 
Sacrifices to-the Rage of others; that- 
perhaps have little. more to ſay for 
themſelves, but that they are in poſ-- 
ſeſſion of the Law; which m rhenext 
Revolution of- affairs that may faltour ,. 
will- be an: Argument ſo much the- 
Stronger for uſing themſelves in the 
ſame manner, becauſe it 1s a juſt reta- 
liation on them for that which they- 

made others to ſuffer. - ef 
The men of Perſecution do alſo na- 
turally engage themſelves into the In- 
trigues of Courts, and all the FaCtions 
of Parties : they enter into Depen- 
dances upon Minifters of. State, who! 
drive thenx on'to-execante all their Paſ-- 
ſions, and to {erve all their Ends: and- 
who have too -good underſtandings 
themſelves not to laugh at the officious: 
forwardneſs of thoſe who are perhaps: 
more eager than 1s intended ,. in"the: 
doing ot that for which thoſe very 
perforis , whoſe -blind Inſtruments they- 
arc 
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areat one time, willreproachthem at 
another. 35] | * 
| In ſhort, Perſecution does extreams, 
ly vitiate the Morals of :the Party ghat, 
manages it. 'The-worſt men, ſo they. 
are furious and violent , are not only: 
connivedat, but are even-courted;and 
men: otherwiſe of -feverer morals., wall 
inſenſtbly flacken-, by- reafon of their | 
Engagiments with viciousmen, whom | 
they will find themſelves farced to 
cheriſh and Imploy: and if thoſe who 
have perſecuted others , fall under a | 
Revyerſe-of Fortune , and come to ſuf- | 
ter themſelves a little of that which | 
they made others feel, as their ill be- 
haviour will deprive them- in a great 
meaſure , of thoſe Compaſlions that 
would otherwiſe work towards them, 
ſo it wHl raiſe within them many un- 
caly RefleEtions upon their own A- 
Gings, which will prove. but Mclan- 
choly Companions to them in their Af- 
flictions : and theſe will force them to 
conclude , that becauſe they ſhewed 
no Mercy , therefore they now meet 
with the requital of Zadgment without 
Mercy; which how unjuſt ſoever it 
may 
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may be, in thoſe by whom they ſuffer, 
yet they will find it meet to look up 
toGod, and to confeſs, that juſt and 
Righteous are all his Wayes : and it may 
be reaſonably apprehended, that it may 
have contributed not a little to fill up 
the meaſure of the Sins ofa Charch, and 
to bring down ſevere ſtrokes upon 
them, when the vifible Danger, which 
was. apparent from a formidable Ene- 
my, could not turn their thoughts to 
that fide , but that inſtead of Uſing 
Legal and juſt Precautions for their 
own Security, theylet themſelves looſe 
to all the Rages of a mad Proſecntion 
of ſome poor undiſcreet and deluded 
People; and all rhis to gratify their 
own Revenges, or to Infinuate them- 
ſelyes into the Favours of thoſe whodo 
now juſtly laugh at them, when the 
turn that they intended 1s ſerved by 
their means: and zhoſe who would pre- 
pare themſelves for thoſe hard things 
which they have reaſon to expect from 
a Church that has alwayes delighted te 
bath her ſelf in Blood, ought ſeriouſly 
to profeſs their Repentance of this Fury 
in Inſtances that may be as Viſible and 

edlying 
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edifying as their Rage has been publick 
and deſtructive." 

- But: there remains yet one point, 
without-which I am ſenſible that. this 
diſcourſe will appear defteCtive; I know 
it 1s extream tender in our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances , yet that does.not defer 
me-from venturing on it; it4s, How 
far Proteſtants ougbtto Tolerate Papsſts, 
It feemsat firſt view the moſt unreaſo- 
nable thing inthe World, for thoſe to 
pretend: to it, -who we are ſure muſt 
deſtroy us, as ſoon as it 1s in their power | 
to-doit. I fay, they muſt do it ; ſince 
by thoſe Coxncils, which they them- 
ſelvesholdro be General, the extirpa- | 
tion of Hereticks and the breaking of | 
Faith tothem, has been ſo formally de- 
creed, thar it isa tooliſh piece .of pre- 
ſumption toimagine that they canever 
lay 5 hen thoſe Principles. /nfallib:lity 
is the bottom upon which their Church 
is built, and the muſt be as /nfallible 
inthe Rzles that ſhe gives of Morality , 
as ſhe 1s in her Deciſions in Points af 
Faith: torall the Reaſons that are given 
for -private perſons depending on the 


Chareh for the Rule of their Faith, do 
bind 
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: Mbind as ſtrongly, to depend likewiſe. on 
the Church. tor- the Rule of Life and 
Adanners, It we are in danger of for- 
getting, what was decreed in that 
Church ſo long ago, they take pains 
from-time to. time to refreſh our Mes 
mories, not only by their Cruelties in 
the laſt Age, for which there . was ſo 
much more to. be ſaid, than for later 
Barbarities , becauſe ,the Reformation 
was lookt on as a revglt then made 
from eſtabliſhed Laws: and jf Perſecu- 
2 ::0 can beatany time excuſed, it is, in 
& thefirſt beginnings of Hereſies, before 
8 the Evil has ſpread it ſelf into greater 
gnumbersof men: The Heats that were 
J raiſed .ma the firſt Formation of that 
Breach, may ſome way take off from 
the guilt of che Sacrifices that they 
made: for men in the firſt ſurpriſes of 
Angerdo ſeldom Reaſon true, or A& 
willy 3 but when a whole Age has 
paſſed, and-thoſe firſt Heats are in a 
great meaſure laid, and when all the 
Securities that cauld poſſibly be de- 
manded . have been given, and while 
theſe have been enacted into the moſt 
Obligatory Laws that could be con- 
rived, which were confirmed by ſa- 
| lem 
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lemn Oaths ; and while the perſons ſto Ml | 
ſecured had not given the leaſt pretence M t 
to their Enemiesto ſay, that they had M < 
forfeited thoſe Rights by any 11] Beha-W ©c 
viour of theirs ; yet the Breach of Faith, | Þ 
and the Rage of Perſecution, that wel L 
ſee before our eyes, both in France and Ml 7 
Piedmont, are things that do not only ar 
raiſe an Indignation in humane Nature, 8 #£ 
that cannot be well governed , with-W nc 
out a very Extraordinary meaſure offi 11 
Grace, but they offer eventoourRea-M th 
ſons, Argumeats againſt all Leniry to-M tir 
_ wards them, thatare very hard to be re-W anc 
ſiſted: And it is certain, that all the Cr 
Regalars , and chiefly the Peſurtes, areff the 
ſo poſſefied with thoſe Maxims , and Pat 
with that Temper , thatit isadegree of to 
Credulity- ſcarce to be reconciled to of | 
common prudence, to fancy, thateverſ Di 
they can change their Natures. Thoſe fort 
Notions are intuſed in them with their ter a 
firſt Education ; they are reſtleſs by <rp/e 
their tempers ; they are dedicated notſiff 7%»: 
only to their Chxrch , bur to their Or-}W with 
der; from which they can expect no] Prin 
diſtinftion, but by their Activity andſſſteren 
Fierceneſs: they are taught to Hate us that. 


and to purſue our Ruin by all Methods 
poſlible, 
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poſhible, and they have Receipts for 
the greatcit fins, if the- Penitent will: 
come up to their price ; and the Par- 
don of Sin will be thoughr a good vi 
penny worth , when it is to bejthe fo - 
Deſtruction of Hereticks. I know the) 
Zeſuites ſtudy to perſuade the World, 
and that they have infuſed it into agreat 
Prince , that P. de la Chaiſe has had 
no hand in the Violences now on foot 
in France, but that he has oppoſed 
them, and ſo they throw them en- 
tirely on the Arch-Brichop of Pars, 
and on a Lady that is now in great 
Credit: ſo ready are they to Sacrifice 
the Reputation even of their chief 
Patrons, when it may ſerve their turn 
ro deceive others : but the contrary 
of this 1s ſo evident, that it is a new 
Diſcovery of the Impudence of that 
ſort of men. Yet afterall this, and af- 
ter all that can be ſaid from thoſe Prix- 
ciples, that ſubje& them to a forreign 
7ariſdittion , and that veſt the Pope 
with a Power of Depoſing Heretical 
Princes , where I acknowledge the In- 
ferences are ſo juſt as well asſo ſevere, 
that I know not how to anſwer _ 
Wc 


5. _ The PREFACE. 
well to my ſelf; yet the Body of the 


People, that are bred up to the other ; 
Points of Popery, and that know no- 
thing of theſe, which their Priefts ( 
' keep as Myſteries from them , and ei- t 
ther deny them quite , or diſguiſe f 
them ſo that they Gow in orher Co- n 
lours to thoſe who believe Implicitly, F, 
and who- do not. give themſelves the 'y; 
troable to enquire into fuch matters ; ci 
but think it is ſafer, as well asealter, to I 
take things upon truſt; they I (ay, are th 
not ſo formidable as to raiſe our Fears de 
and Jealouſies to ſo high a pitch: and F C/ 
Secular Prieſts are naturally a ſofter F ſec 
ſort of men, who have nor the {our- 4 its 
neſs that ſeems to belong to all the wi 
Orders that are among them; nor are | ſe] 
they {o far poſſefied with the ill-na- anc 
tured and dangerous Opinions that be- ver 
long to that Church , as to be pait Þ we 
Cure: and as a ſoftning of rigour to- bur 
wards ſuch, would lay the Apprehen- | the 
fions thar IGG does natu-F in tt} 
rally raiſe in all People, ſo it would} an a 
at leaſt make the utmoſt degree of | Chu; 
Severity , that ſeems reconcilable to teſt: 
the Common ' Principles of. Humane hate 


SOCICLY 
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Society, or of Chriſtianity,appear more 
juſtifiable , if a reſtleſneſs under ſuch 
eaſie Circumſtances ſhould afterwards 
drivea Government to it. But the re- 
turning of the Severities that our Bre= 
thren have ſuffered at the hands of the 
men of that Religion on the Papiſts of 
England, is a Practice ſo contrary to 
the Chriſtian Religion, and to the Prin 
ciples of the Proteſtant Rehgion, that 
I do not ſtick to fay it, that I had ra- 
ther ſee the Church of England fall un- 
der a very ſevere Perſecution from the 
Church of Rome, than ſee it fall to per- 
ſecute Papiſts , whenit ſhould eom®to 
its turn to beable todo it. The former 
will only ſerve to unite us among our 
ſe]ves, and to purge us from our Droſs; 
and in particular | who any of the Lea- 
ven of the Doctrine of Perſecution, that 
we have not yet quite thrown out; 
but the other would very much ſtain 
the pureſt and beſt conſtituted Charch 
in the World; and it wouldbetoonear 
an approach” to the Crzelty of that 
Church, which we cannot:enough de- 
teſt: but how much .ſoever we muſt 
hate their Corruption, we mult ſtill re- 

C 2 member 


3z The PREFACE. 


anember, that they are men and Chri- 
fttans, tho perhaps of a courſe prain, 
and that we our ſelves are Reformed 
Chriftans, who in Imitation of our 
Bleſſed Maſter, muſt not render evil for 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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The 
PERSECUTORS 


Here mentioned, whom the Judg- 
ments of God did ſo viſibly pur- 
ſue and overtake, and whoſe 
Death's were ſo ſignally remar- 
kable, are in order thus. 


"NERO. 
SPOMLTIAN: cocjan, nbc” 
{VALERIAN. - j. Anforin Y w_ 
CAURELIAN. 57 Sven. 0: 19-., 
DIOCLETIAN.&/nowmn! 
MAXIMLAN, ſurnamed the. 
HERCULIAN. Vic a 
GALERIUS MAXIMIAN. 
SEVER US. efirmans, ani 26. 
DAIA or DAZA, to whom G A- 
LERIUS MAXIMIAN gave the 
name of MAXIMIN,, fo that ke 
was thereafter tiled M AXIMIN US 
DAZA, or ſimply MAXIMIN. 
MAXENTIUS, the Son of MA», 
XIMIAN the HERCULIAN. 
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A RELATION 
Of the 


D E & F-2£ 


Of the | 
PRIMITIVE PERSECUTORS. 


Written by 
Lncius Cacilins Firmianus Lattanttins 
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Adircſled to Donatus the Confeſlor. 


PA (My deareſt Donatus) in 

q {2 thole Prayers which you 

SP offer up daily to Hin, as 
well as our other Brethren, who by the 
Vertue of their Faith, and of the glo- 
rious Confeſſion that they have made, 
have acquired ro themſelves an eternal 
Crown of Glory. 'Tothelſe Prayers God 
has hearkned ; and has delivered us 
from our Enemies: andableſſed Peace 
being now again re-eſtabliſhed upon 
Earth, the Church of God ,. that was 
C 4 lately 


x6 A Relation of the Death 


lately laid fo low, beginsto flouriſh a» 
ain : and thro the Mercy of God, his 
Jouſe, that was laid in Ruins by his 

Enemies, is now rebuilt with a new 

Magnificence. God has raiſed up to us 

Princes , who have repealed all the 

wicked and bloody Ed:#s of the late 

Tyrants; and have ſo ſerled the Peace of 

Mankind, that inſtead of the Clouds 

and Storms of the late times, there is 

now an Univerſal Calm every where: 
and after all thoſe Hurricans of Fury 
and Violence are now blown over , we 
enjoy a ſerene Air, and the happy 
quiet which we had ſo muchlong'd tor. 

Now Gods Anger is turned away , and 

he hearkning to the Prayers of his Sers 

vants, has by the Interpoſition of his 

Divine Aid , raiſed up their afflicted 

and broken Spirits: Now he has wiped 

away all their Tears, and has put an 
end to the Conſpiracies of their Ene- 
mies. Thoſe who had (er themſelves 
in oppoſition to God, are now laid in 
the duſt : Thoſe who had raſed the 
Temples of God, are now become ſpe- 
Etacles to the World; and they who 


had exerciſed ſo much Cruelty on the 
Servants 


of the Primitive Perſecutors, 5&7 
Servants of God, have received at his 
hands a ſevere Return of their Rage, 
and have breathed out their defiled 
Souls after they had undergone a great 
many diſinal ſtrokes, that were laid on 
them by rhe Hand of God. Their pu- 
niſhment was for ſome rime delay'd,but: 
at laſt it was ſignal : and in them all ſuc- . 
ceeding Ages ought to obſerve the 
Juſtice of God in pumthing ſuch proud 
and impious Perſecutors {uteably to 
their Crimes. In the manner of their 
Death , God calls likewiſe on. all at 
what diſtance ſoever, either of time or 
place, to obſerve the Greatneſs and 
Majeſty of his Providence indeſtroying 
the Enemies of his Truth. And this 
will appear yet more evident to us, it 
we calltomind who have been the Per- 
ſecntors of the Church from its firit br 
ginning ,. and if we obſerve the Seve- 
rity of the Divine Juſtice, that has ap= 
peared in-their puniſhment. 

II. Towards the end of Trberins's. 
reign, inthe Conſulate .of the two Gee« 
mini, our Lord feſus Chrift was cnuci- 
fied by the Jews on the 23. of March. 
He roſe again on the third day, and 

C5 brought 
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1-070 reign, they continued founding many 
A Churches in a great many different Ci--. 
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broughttogether his Diſciples, whom: 

#he fear of his Sufferings was beginning 
to diſperſe ,.and he continued with 
them forthe ſpace of 40 dayes on earth, 
yu_ their hearts, and expounding 
the Scriptures to them ,. which till 
then had appeared dark and involved. 
He ordained and inſtructed them to- 
gr" preach this new Do&#r:ine over 
the World; and heleft them a ſcheme 
for their condutt, and for the Govern« 
ment of- this new Diſpenſation. When. | 
he had finiſhed his Miniſtry., a-Cloud . | 
received him, andearried him up into. | 
Heaven-: and then his eleven' Diſciples. 
havingaſſamed into their number Mare | 
thias and Paxl, diſperſed themſelves | 
over the- World for the preaching of || 
the Goſpel, as their Maſter had com-' jj 
mandedthem : And during theſpace of | 
25. zears ſfill the beginnings of Nero's; 


zexand Provinces. Nuring Nero*s reign,, , 
S: Peter came to Rowe, and made a: k 
great many Converts there , having. | 
thro the power of-God , that-refted on. | 
kim, wrought ſeveral e Miracles, _ 2 
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fo he formed a Chvrch in this place- of 
Empire. This was brought fo Nero's 


t ears, who finding that great multitudes, 
h, B notonly in Rome, bur inall other places, 
18 | were daily falling off from /delarry, 
Ill and were turning to this new Religion; 
d and bcing carried by his brutal Fyrari-- 


ny to all ſorts of Cruelty, he fet him-- 
ſelf firlt of all to deſtroy this Religions: 
and to perſecete the Servants of God: : 
So he both ordered S. Peter tobe craci- 

fred, and S. Paul to be beheaded, But: 
hedid not eſcape unpunithed : for God: 
had regard to the Sufferings of his+ 
People. 'Fhe Tyrant , as he was diſpoſ- — 
S ſefſed of the Empire, lo he difappeared=f 

q all of the ſudden, nor 1s there lomuchr) 


Burial Place of that Brutal Prence. But'þp,; 
ſome have from hence taken up a very; 
fooliſh. Imagination, of his-being tran{- 


1 ſome other Region ;. which they 
found on {ome words of the Syzi/, that: 
mentions a Murderer. ot his Mother: 
that had fled away, but that ſhould re=- 
turn azain: and they tancy , that as he 
was the {rt who perſecniea: the Chris 

£ C & ſrianss, 


97 


as the leaſt remembrance left of the: L— 


lated, andot his being. preſerved alive* — 


a Y?. 


Tg] Fm 
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ſtians, ſo he ſhall be likewiſe the /af 
of their Perſecators; and that he is to 
appear again immediately before the 
coming of Antichriſt : and they judge, 
(thovery unreaſonably) that as there 
were two of the Antient Prophets 
who were tranſlated , and who betore 
the laſt Revolution of time are to. ap- 
_ as the Fore-runners of Chr:i/t, when 
e 1s to be come again, accompanied: 
with his Saints, to begin his holv and 
endleſs Reign; ſo likewiſe that Nero 
ſhall appear as the Fore-runner of the 
Devil, who muſt make way to him, 
who is to bring a ſtrange Deſolation 
upon Earth, and a Deſtruction upon all 
Mankind. 

II. After Vero, and the Interval of 
fome few more years, there aroſe an- 
other Tyrant, Domitian, not much In- 
ſerior to him-: who tho he acted in a 
moſt Tyrannical and Atbitrary Manner, 

eing heavy tohis People, and nolets 


—hatcd by them, yet hercigned in Peace 


and Safety. for ſeveral. years, till he be- 
gan to ſet himſelf againſt Bod. But 
as ſoon as he was ct on by the Inſtiga- 
ton of the Devil to perſecure the Hol 

ced, 
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Seed, then was he delivered up tothe 
hands of his Enemies. Nor was his 73 Re 
being Stabbed thought Puniſhment e- eff - 
nough. for his Crimes, but care was" 
taken that no Memory ſhould be left — 
of him to Pofterity; for tho he had rai- 
ſed many Magnificent Buildings, & that 
there were many Monuments of his 
Empire, both in the Caprro/and in other 
Places, yet the Senatedid expreſs ſuch 
a deteſtation of him , that they ordered: 
that there ſhould remain no Starxe for 
him , norſomuch as the Traces of any 
Hnſcription that made mention of his 
Name: And by amott fevere Decree, 
which they paſt for this effe&t, they 
branded his Memory with eternal In- 
famy. Thusall the A&#s and Edits of 
this T jrant being repealed , the Charch 
did not only recover 1ts former quier, 
but became much more Flourithing 
under a Succeſhon of many worthy 
Princes, who as they governed the Ro- 
man Empire very happily, ſo the 
Church iuffered no Hardſhips under 
them : andFhe- being thustreed from the 
Rage of her Enemies, dilated her ſe]}f 
both in the Zaftern and Heftern parts, 

C 7 to. 
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4 ſo that there was no corner of the- 


it ſo: wild, that was not viſited by 
this Divine Light,. and: that was not 
tamed by its Diſcipline. Bur this long; 
peace came at laſt. to an end. 
IV. For after many years the ex& 
4: crable Decixs. perſecuted. the Charch,. 
_ and who but ſovile a man: would have 
Pericr himſelf againſt fo holy. a: DoErine. 
It ſeems he was raiſed. up to the &pe- 
rial. Dignity tor this-very. end ,. that as 
ſoon as he began to rage againſt God ,. 
he might be immediately. thrown: 
down : tor having marched. againſt the 
Carpi, who-had peaſiefied themſelves of- 
Dacia and e Mgſa,. he was ſurgounded* 
by the Barbarians,. and both he and a: 
great pazt of his Army: was cut off :: 
nor had he ſomuch as the Honours of 
a- Funeral , but as well became one: 
thar had ſer himſelF againſt God,. his: 
EF. Carcaſs was-cxpoſed as a prey to the 
Reaſts of the Earth, and te the Fowls: 
| of the Air. 
| V. Nor long after Deoins the Em- 
| perour, Valerian was inflamed withthe 
I like Rage, and. ſtretched forth his. 
Aw, hands: 


{2 


World ſo remote, nor any Nation of 


To 7 op ny 
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hands againſt God.. In a very little 
while he ſhed agreat dealof the Blood 
of the Saints ;. but God plagued him. 
with a new and unuſual fort of Judg- 
ment ; and. in his perſon there was a 
new remembrance lett to Pofterity of 
Gods Severity in. puniſhing his Ene- 
mies according to their Merit. He 
was taken Priſoner by the Perſians , 
and ſo he not only loſt the Empire, 
which he had governed ſo. inſolently, 
but as he had robbed many others ot 
their Liberty, fo he likewiſe loſt his: 
ownat- laft, and fell under a moſt Infas 
mous Slavery. For as oft as Sapores the- 


King of Perſia, who gook:him, had 
accalioneither tomounWh Horſcback,; 


or to go into his Chartor, he made the- 
Roman. Emperons floop down:, that. he 
might make his Back: his Step to ger 
up3. and! whereas the Romans had made- 
fome- Repreſentations. of the Perſians: 
being: deteated by them ,. Sapores uled. 
to rally YValerzan, and: to tell him, that 
the poſture in. which he Jay,. was a. 
more real proof toſhew on-whoſe ſide: 
the Victory went, than- all- the Pi-- 
Gures that. the. Rowaens could make. 
Valerian: 
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Valerian being thus led about in 
Triumph, lived for ſome time, ſo that 
the . Barbarians had in him occaſion- 
given tor a great while, to treat the 
very name of a Roman with all poſſible 
Indignity and Scorn. And this was the: 
heightning of his. Miſery, that tho he 
had a S9», upon whom the Empire had. 
devolved by his Misfortune,. yet no- 
Care was taken by the Son either to re- 


ag ſcue the Farther, or toRevenge his ill 


1 6 Ulage. 


After he had- ended his Infa-. 


pe MmOus Life, his Skin was flead off his: 


Body,. and both ut and his Guts being 
tin&tured with a red colouring, they 
were hung up in one of the. 'Temples. 
of the Perſian Gods, tobe aperpetuak 
remembrance of ſo remarkable a: 
Triumph,. by which they might al. 
ways put ſuch Roman Ambaſſadors as, 
ſhould be ſent among them in mind of 
, and from ſo unuſual a fight,. warn 
them not to preſume too. much upon. 
their own ſtrength, bur ro- remember 
V alerian's fall. But how ſtrange a, 


thing wast to fand, that notwithitand- 
1g t{uch remarkable Judgments of God 
upon former Perſecntors, there ſhould: 

ariſe 


ariſe 
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crim 
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q that the ſucceeding Emperoxrs ſhauld 
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ariſe any that ſhould dare ſo much as to 
proje&t, much more to re-aft , ſuch 
crimes againſt the Majeſty of that 
God that ſupports and governs all 
thi 


| 
| 
j 


ngs. | 
Vi. Arrelian , that was naturally Eons | 
Violent and furious, ſeemed to forget g.,, 
what had befallen Yalerian , or if he 
remembred his Cp he did not 
ſeem ro reflect on his Crimes, or to 
conſider that as the Puniſhment of 
them,and ſo he likewiſe drew down the 
Divine Diſpleaſure on himſelf by his 
Cruelty : buthelived not long enough 
to execute what he had deſigned, and. 
he ended his days in the beginnings of 
his Rage. For before his Edict againſt 
the Chriſtians was ſent over ail the 1% 
Provinces of the Empire , he himſclt 

was. killed at Cenophrarium, a Town. 

in Thrace, by ſame of his own Do- 
meſticks, upon ſome ill- grounded fu- 
ſpitions that they had conceived of 

him. It might have been expected , 


have been reſtrained by ſo many and 
juch fignal Examples : Burt they were 
fo far from being terrified by them , 

that 


ed. a ron et 


p 
/ 
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that they aCted yet with amoredaring 


Boldneſs againſt God. 
VII. Droclerian, that was the Con- 


(old triver of all our late Miſcries, as he 


mA 


ruined the Empire by his ill Admini- 
ſtration, ſo he could not be kept in 
from a&ing likewiſe in Oppoſition 
to God. His Avarice and his Cowar- 
diſe joined together , had produced 
yu Miſchiefs. He aſſumed to him- 


elf three partners in the Emprre,, having 
+, Civided it into four parts; and he did ſo 


encreaſe the number of his Troops, 
that every one of the four had agreater 
Army than the former Emperowrs had, 
who alone governed the whole Em. 


pire; andthe number of thoſe who re- 


ceived his pay, growing greater than 
that of thols wo po um Tax2s, 
there was ſuch an increaſe of new Im- 
politions , that thoſe who laboured 
the ground being exhauſted by them, 
they deſerted the Empzre, and by this 
means the beſt cultivated Soils were 


turned to Deſerts and Woods; and ſo þ 


ſevere was his Government, that he 
erected a great many new Charges and 
Imployments; The Provinces were di- 

vided 
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vided into many ſeparated JuriſdiQions: 
many new Preſidents and Courts, Au- 
ditors , and other Magiſtrates were ſet 
up both in Towns and Countrys , who 
took little care of the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice, their time being all im- 
ployed in Condemnations Attain- 
ders; and they laid ſo many Taxes up- 
en all forty of things, thatas the Bur- 
dens under which the People groancd 
were encreaſed every day, fo in the 
levying of them great Violences were 
likewiſe committed. Allthis had been. 
more tolerable, if the mony ſo raiſed 
had circulated among the Souldiers : 
but the Emperoxrs Avarice was ſuch, 
that he could not endure to. ſee his 
Treaſure any way diminiſhed ; and 
therefore he was always contriving 
new _ of raiſing Loney, that lo 
his Exchequer might be always full: 
and that tho his Expence was great, yet 
hismcome might ſa anſwer it, that he 
ſhould never leſſen that ſtock of Mony 


| which by his ExaCtions he had brought 


rogether. Afﬀterthatthe many Oppref- 
fions which he put in praftice had 
brought a general: Dearth upon the 
| Empire, 
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Empire, then heſet himſelf to regulate 
the Prices of all vendible things. "There 
was alſo much Blood ſhed upon very 
ſlight and trifling accounts ;; and the 
LY: brought Proviſions no more to 
Markets, fince they could not get a 
reaſonable price forthem : and thisen- 
creaſed the Dearth ſo much, that at 
laſt, after many had died by it , the 
Law it ſelf was laid aſide. To all theſe 
Diocletian added an Inclination to build 
reat Fabricks, and this broughtanew 
harge on ET ne Hah for 


furniſhing of Labourers, -and Artifi- 
cers, and of Wagons for Carriage. He 


builr Palaces for himſelf, for his W ife, 
and for his Daughters: and to theſe he 
added a Hippodratte, an Arſenal, and a 
Aint houſe: ſo that in a little while a 
great part of Nicomedia being filled 
with thoſe Buildings ,. many of the 
Inhabitants were forced to leave the 
Town with their Wives and Children, 
aSif tt had been taken by an Enemy: 


And when he had finiſhed a piece off 


Building at the coſt of ruining ſome 
of the Provinces by it, he found ſome 
Ault or other in it, andthenhe pRney 
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all down, and gave orders to rebuild 
it in another manner: nor was this ſe- 
cond Building ſecured from a new ca- 
price, upon which it might be like- 
wiſe perhaps levelled with the ground. 
So madly expenceful was he in the de- 
ſign that he took into his head of 
making Nicomedia equal tro Rome it 
delf. I paſs over the Ruin of many, 
who wete brought under ſevere Judg- 
ments , that ſo a colour in Law might 
be found for ſeifing on their Eſtates: 
for this was become fuch a common 
practice, that the frequency of commit- 
ting it had almoſt authoriſed it. And 
this was certain, that wherever a man 
was the Maſter of a rich piece of Soil, 
or of a Noble Building, that ſeemed to 
be Crime enough ; anda Pretence was 
uickly found out for condemning the 
wner, as if it had not been enough 
to ſeiſe his Eſtate, without taking a- 
way his Life likewiſe. 
VIII. His Colleague in the Empire, 1 
S Maximian , furnamed the Herculian jv | 
was not unlike him. Nor could they ;, 4. 
have been cemented into fo entire a _, © 


Friendſhip}, if they had not been both 
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of the ſame mind, the ſame Thoughts, 
the ſame Inclinations, and the tame 
Dcſigns. In this they differed, that 
Aaximian had more Courage as well 
as more Avarice than Dzocletian ;. who 
as he was fearful, ſo perhaps from 
that Principle he was leſs Ravenous. 
Yet eMaximian's Courage conſiſted 
rather in a daring to commir Crimes, 
than ina generous Nobleneſs of mind. 
And tho is ſhare comprehended not 
only 7taly it ſelf, the Seat of Empire, 
but likewiſe theſe rich Provinces of 
Africk,and Spain, yet he was not fo 
careful in the- management of his 
Treaſure as was neceſary : But as oft 
as he wanted Mony, the richeſt of the 
Senators were accuſed by fome Wit- 
neſles, that were ſuborned to ſwear 
againft them of ſome. practices for the 
Empire, and thus every day there were 
new Arts-fet on foot to get ridof the 
Eminenteſt men of the Sexare, ſb: that 
the ravenous Exchequer was often/full 
of this ill-acquired Wealth. 'Thatnc- 
curſed man aid alſolet looſe his Appe- 
tites not only in theſe unnatural and 
hateful Diſorders with Boyes, but _y 

wile 


| an Extraction: And no wonder ; for 
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wiſe in the debauching the Daughters 
of ſome that were ot the firſt rank. 
For whenſocver he was inany Journey, 
as he paſt he had Inſtruments at hand, 
to bring Virgins to him by force inthe 
very {ight of their Parents. It was on 
theſe things that he built his happineſs 
and he reckoned the chief Felicity of 
Empire to confitt in this, thathedenied 
himſelf in nothing to whicheither his 
vitious Appetite or his Luſts carried 
him. 

I ay nothing of Conſtlantius, becauſe 
he was ſo very unlike the reſt; and did 
indecd deſerve that the whole Empire 
ſhould fall into his hands. 

IX. But the other Maximian who\; als 
married Dzocletians Daughter, was nor} 
only worſe than the two formerly? 49 
mentioned, but didexceed the WIE" 
nefs ofthe worlt Princes that ever were: 
There was a Barbarous Brutality in ) wat 
his Temper, together with a Cruelty 
not known to thoſe that were of a Ro- 


his Mother was born beyond the Da- 
nube; and when ſome of thoſe Nations 
croſſed. that River, ſhe came along 
with 
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with them, and had ſerled her ſelf in lo 
that part of Dacia which was formed | co 
into a Province by Amrelian. Hisbody itc 
was ſuteableto his mind : he was very 2g; 
tal!, and moſt exceſſively corpulent : © de: 
and there was a fierceneſs inhis Looks, Y 7 
his Words, and in his whole Behaviour, ſ <4 
that gave a very formidable Idea of © 10 1 
him, His Father in Law, Drocletian, WW cnc 
dreaded him extrcamly upon this fol- W did 
lowing account: Narſes King of Per- iſ of | 
fa, being encouraged by the ſucceſs © hct 
that his Grandfather Sapores had againit Iſ the: 
Palerian, reſolved to extend his Em- I only 
ire, and to drive the Romans out of ff fine 
the Eaſt : upon which Diocletian, who I him 
was naturally very fearful}, quite de- If uſed 
ſponded, and fearing a fate like YVale- i / 5c 
rians, he durſt not undertake that I Pitct 
War, but ſent Maximian into Arme- iſ that. 
2/4, and ſtayed behind himſelf , that ſo © 9ugh 
h2 might ſee what was like to be the ſW 4, 1 
iflue of this War : Maximian took hisM 41d t: 
meafures ſo well, that finding the Per-ſhe m. 
fran eArmy exceeding numerous, and ſto be 
that they were much encumbred with But I 
avaſt Equipage, thatthey drew along ſ ©cula 
with them, their Wives having fol- (]conto! 


owed 
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lowed them in this Expedition ac= 
cording to the Ancient Perſian Cu» 
ſtom : he, I ſay, got ſuch Advantages 
againſt them , that without any conſt» 
derable loſs, he defeated their whole 
Army, Narſes himſelf eſcaped , but 
eMaximan took all their Baggage, and 
ſo returned with great Glory, which 
encrea(ſcd his Infolence, as much as it 
didhis Father-in-Law's Apprehenfions 
of him. Forupon ſo greata Victory, 
hc thought it below him to carry only 
the ſecond rank of Honour, and to be 
only called Ceſar ; and when at any 
time he received Letters addrefled te 
him, with the Inſcription Ceſar, he 


uſed to cry outin his brutal way , Ad#/& 
I be fill Ceſar? he grew at laſt ro that 
pitch of Inſfolence, as to give it outs 
that Mars was his Father ; fo that he 
ought to be lookt on as another Romy- 
Is, not — the prejudice he 


did to: his Mothers honour, of which 
he made ſmall account, defiring onl 
to be lookt on as begotten by a God. 
{But I will not now enter into the pars 
ticulars of his Life, that fo I may not 
confound the order of things : for it 
D Was 
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was after his aſſuming the Imperial 
Dignity , of which he forcedhis Father- 
:n-Law to ſtrip himſelf, that he broke 
looſe into all the exceſſes of Inſolence 
and Fury; in the mean time, tho Dzocle- 
tian by his own ill conduct , and that 
of the two Maximians,whom he had ta. 
ken Co-partners into the Government, 
(the fir/f as Emperor, and the ſecond as 
Ceſar) had brought great diſorder ups 
on the whole State of the Empire ,and 
tho his private crimes were very crying, 
yet matters proſpered in his hands in a 
very unuſual manner , till he came to 
defi e them with the Blood of the Saints, 
and this carries meto give you an ac- 
count of the occaſion that led him ro 
perſecnte them. 

 X. While he was in the Eft, he 
being. exceſſively defirous to know 
what wasto be the event of things, of- þ 
fered many Sacrifices, and in their Li- 
vers the Diviners ſearchrt for thoſe [n- 
adications, upon which they pretended 
ro foretell things to come : But ſome i 
of his Cogrtzers , that were Chriſtians, 
being near him, made the ſign of the 
Crofs on their Fore-heads, at which the 
Devils being frighted away , they we 

a 
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\ al] pur ina great Confuſion. 'The Ds- 
-viners being likewiſe in diforder, could 
not find the ordinary Marks that they 
' lookrt for in the+ntrazls of the Sacrrfices; 
tho they offered up many, one after;an- 
other , pretending that the Dzvinity 
was not yet appeaſed; but all the 
number of--their Sacrifices was to no 
purpoſe, for no ſigns appeared: upon 
which Tages that was ſet over the Dz- 
viners ſaid,either upon ſome conjefure 
or upon knowledge, that their Rites 
& did not ſucceed, becauſe there were 
ſome prophane perſons that had thruſt 
themſelves into their Aſſembly. Upon 
which Dzocletian being enraged, com- 
manded, thar not only all thoſe who 
were preſent, but thar all the reſt of 
his Coartiers ſhould come and ſacrifice 
to their Gods, andordered thoſe tobe 
oy :--:pped who ſhould refuſe ro do fit.” 
g He likewiſe ſent orders to his Military 
Officers , to require all the Souldiers 
to ſacrifice , and -to diſmiſs ſuch .as 
would not. But this was-all that he 


thought fit to do at firſt, nor did he 
be Wafer his Rage to carry hinrto' farther 
the WExtremities againſt God orhistrue Re- 


2 l:gion, 
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ligion, till after ſome time had paſt, Y © 
that he came to Winter in B:thinia: | Rn 
and there Galerins Maximian, who was ' - 
likewiſe inflamed againſt the (hriſftians, \F 
met him, & engaged the vain Old Mas ; D 
\- $0 on with the Perſecution, which he FE. 
ad already begun, concerning whom | © 
T have received this account of the : i 
& groundsof his Fury againſt our Religion, i ,- 
- XI. His Mother was.a ſuperſtitious } ny 
Woman, and was particularly addicted F ,:_ 
to the devotion of the Gods of the i p, 
Mountains , fo that the offered Sacri- F + 
fices to them daily, and feaſted her F _. 
Officers with the meat of thoſe Obla. } ras 
tiong. The Chriſtians would not al- F 1. 
Gift$t thoſe entertainments, but gave FF |. 
themſelves to Faſting and Prayer,while W ... 
ſhe and her Company were at thoſe HG 
Feafts. Upon this ſhe conceived a ha- F © 
tred of them, and ſhe ſet on her Son, F 1, 
Who- was no leſs ſuperſtitious than ſhe 3 i 
herſelf, by herſpireful Complaints to | he, | 
contrive their Deſtrudtion. Diocletian F 1: 
and his Son-in-Law had many ſecret WM ,: . 
Conſultations during a whole Winter, the 
to which as no body was admitted, ſo Þ $.., 


it was generally thought thatthey were 1 
Era | treating } 


- 
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treating about matters of the greateſt 
conſequences. The Old Man with- 
ſtood Maximian's Fury long , and 
thewed him how pernicious the Coun- 
cil . would prove, and how great 2 
Diſturbance it would bring upon the 
Empire: much blood would be ſhed 
for the Chriſtians were obſerved to be 
very willing to dye, Therefore he 
propoſed this expedient , that none of 
that Relrg:ion ſhould be ſuffered ro con- 
tinue in the Comrt, or in the Army: 
Burt all this could not divert the Rag 
of that Furious Man. Therefore” he 
propoſed rhe asking the Opinions of 
thoſe in whom they confided ; for he 
had this piece of Il nature, that when 
he was about to do any thing that was 
acceptable , hedid itof hunlelf, with- 
out taking the Advice of others, that 
ſo the Praiſe of it might belong whol- 
ly to himſelf: But when he undertook 
any thing that was lyable tro Cenſure,, 
he called for many perſons to deliver 
their Opinion upon 1t , that ſo others 
might be charged with the Blame of 
that in which he was chiefly in fault. 
Some few 7ndges, and ſome few 
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tary. Men were called upon, and ac: 
cording .to the Order of their Dignity 
they wererepuired to telltheir minds ; 
| {ome that had a particular ſpleen to 
the Chriſtian Religion, opined that all 


and to-the eſtabliſhed Worſhip., and 


ſtroyed: "Thoſe that were of another 
mind, perceiving what was /1aximian's 


| t#anz;z:.ſo he. reſolved to conſult the 


to conſult with Apollo, who anſwered 


this Dzoctetian yielded; and as he would- 


| only his Friends and eMaximzian , but. 


deavoured to maintain. this modera-: 


| poſed without the thedding'of Blood :: 
| whereas Zaximian moved, that all 
thoſe ' who refuſed to partake. in the- 
| W30 Sacrifices, 


the Chriſtians were Enemies to God | 
that. therefore. they ought ro: be de-- 
deſign, and. being.cither affraid of him, ., ; 
or defirous to make their Court with . | 
him , agreed to the reſt in Opinion ;-. 
yet all this did not prevail on Diocle- | 


Gods: themſelves; and-fent: x D:winer-- 


| as might have been expected from an-. | 
| Enemy ofthe Chryftan Religion. Upon 


not oppoſe himſelt-ro that which not- | 
everr- Apollo. had adviſed.,.yert he en-- } 


tion, that: the deſign might be com-- 


vE ls As Be 1 * + AN, we WW w- X 2; 


CO EAR An» E 


ih... _—y yo R wr" —CO—RRE <& 
- 


' 
{ 
# 


ofthe Primitive Perſecttors, 79 
Sacrifces , ſhould be burnt alive, 
XII. A proper and an auſpicious 
day for beginning this work was next 
ſought for z and choice was made of 
the Feſtivity of the God: Termini, 
which was within five days of the end 
of February, that was the Concluſion 
of their year : implying by this, thatan 
end was to be put to this Ke/:gron. This 
was the firſt x of their Executions, 
and the beginning of thoſe Miſeries 
that not only fell on them, but on the . 
whole Empire.” In the morning of 
that fatal day, in the ſeventh and eighth 
Conſulate of the two Ancient Empe- 
Yours, the Prefet# accompanied- with 
ſome Officers , / and ſome of-the-Re- 
ceivers , went to the Church , and: ha- ' 
ving forced: open: the Door ,- they 


. ſearched for the Image of *N2ot that the 


God :* allthe Books of the Chriflians had 
Scripteres that were there any Images in 
found were burnt, andthe _ or on 
- F actranins 
Spoil that was made” was pi ne un 
divided among all that- g, 4 0ris; 

, | gine 
were preſent: this {truck - Eryoris, lib. 2. 
a-Terror into many, and pag,.65 66,67, 
many withdrew thems« 107 » but th 
D 4- ſelves -- 
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Heathens ha- .ſelves from the Storm. | 
ving Imagesin The wo Princes, who | 
all their Tem* £m convenient places | 
viewed all that was 4 


ples, were rea- 


dy to con» 
_ the like done (for that Church 


of them, ſtood upon a heighth, ſo 


that it was within the | 
proſpect of the Palace) were long in } 
debate, whether they ſhould order fire * 
to be ſetto it : -But inthis Dzocletians. 7 
Opinion prevailed; for he was affraid # 
Ief if the Church had been ſet on fire, * 


that might have ſpread it ſelf into the 
other parts of the (zty: for it was en« 
vironed on all hands by a great many 
Noble Buildings ; ſo that inſtead of 
fetting fire to, it there. was a confide- 


rable Body of the Guards, ſent with | 


Axes and Mattocks , who in a few 


hours time levelled that lofty Building | 


with the ground. 

XIII. Fhe day after this an Edr& 
was publiſhed, by which the Chri/tians 
were declared incapable of all Ho« 
nours and Imployments ; and that 


they ſhould be liable to Torture what-. | 


ſoever might be their Rank and Digni- 


ty; all Actions. were to. be received. ' 


againſt. 
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againſt them , and they were put out 
ot the prote&ion of the Law , and 
might not ſue neither upon Injuries 
done them, or Adulteries committed 
againſt them , nor for Thefts or Rob- 
beriesz and they were to looſe both 
their Liberties and their Right. of 
Voting. When this was affixed, one 
that ſhewed more of Courage than 
Diſcretion in it, took it down and 
tore it , and rallied the Emperowzrs, who- 
had put among their Titles, that they 
had triumphed over the Gorhs and the 
Sarmatians, that they a&ed like thoſe 
whom they pretended that they had 
ſubdued; he was preſently ſeiſed on,, 
and after he had endured ſeveral ſorts: 
of Torture; he was burnt at laft , but- 
ſuffered all with admirable Patience. 

XIV. But Maximianwas not fatis« 
fied with the Severity of this Egi&, fo: 
he reſolved to draw on Diecletian- to 
conſent to further Rigour by .this: 
Artiface 3. he ſet on ſome of his Crea.- 
tures to raiſe a fire in the Palace, that: 
ſo he might engage him to an unre-- 
lenting Perſecur:ion : ſome parts: were: 
burnt down , and the Chr:i/tians were: 
D- 5 preſently: 
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preſently accuſed as the Common E> - 


nemtcs;: and this Fire, that- conſumed 
the Palace, raiſed a moſt Implacable 


Rage againſt them. For it was given. | 


out, that they had entred into Con- 


ſultation* with ' ſome- of the. Eunachs + 

for-the -Deſtruftion- of their - Princes, _ 

and that :wo Emperoxrs were well nigh |} 
burnt alive in their own Houſe. Dzo- | 
cletian who aftected the Reputation of |} 
being a Wiſe and Crafty. Man, could 
not' be breught to give any credit to } 
this :- butbeing exceſſively enraged up- #3 


en it, he erdered many of this Dome. 
ficks to be pur to Death 1n- a-moſt 
terrible - manner. So many innocent 
Perſons were brought before him , and 
were burnt.. All the Judges and all the 


Officers of iis Houſehold being autho- ; 
riſed | thereunto., pur all- People ro 4 


Torture; andſeemed to vie with one 


another who ſhould be the firſt that ' 


ſhould-- diſcover - the bottom of this 
matter. But nothing could -be found 
out;; - for none 'of- Maximians Family 
was put-to the-Torture:- He came and 
{ſtood by Diocletian,” and continued {till 


to-infame-humn. morc and more, - = | 
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ſo his anger might no way be abated-. 


And a fortnight after the firſt burn- 
ing , {re was a ſecond time ſer to the 


- Pzlace : But: this was obferved in 


time, yet neither could the Author of 
ir be foundout. And then faximian, 
tho it was in the midit of Winter, -- 
left NVicomedia on the ſame day in 
which this ſecond Fire was raiſed, pro 
teſting that he weat away fearing leif 
he ſhould be burnt alive. RS. 

XV. The-Emperour was now ſet all © 
on fire, and upon this. he forced not 
only all that. were of his Houſehold , - 
bur all Perſons whatſoever, to defile 
themſelves with their Sacrifices ;- bes 
ginning with his Daughter Yaleris, 
and his Wiſe Priſc4. Some of the Ex- 
uxchs that were in the greateſt Credit, 
and by whoſe Directions the- whole 
Afﬀairs of the Palace had been condus 
&<ed before this Edi, were now put 
to Death ; ſome Presbyters and Deacons '* 
were ſeiſed on, and without any proof 
againſt them, they were condemned 
and executed. Perſons 'of all Ages, - 


and of both: Sexes were burn}, not 
fingly one by one 2” by reaſon of 
g.- GS. 


Tlicix * 


24 A Relation of the Death 


their numbers, whole Companies of 


* them were burnt all inthe ſame Fire: 


and their Servants were caſt into the 


Sea, Millſtones bejng tied about their 


Necks. Nor was this Perſecation leſs. 


violent in all other places : for the 
Judges were ſent to all Temples, and 
they foxcedall peopleto joynin the S4- 


ers, The Priſons were cvery where- 


full. Jheard of kinds of Torture 
were invented; andthat no man might 
have the Benefit of the Zaw that was 
not a Heathen: they placed Altars in 


the very Courts of 7uſtice, and in the- 


publick Offices, that fo all who came 
to ſue before them might be pur to it 
firſt to offer Sacrifice, before they could: 


be admitted to plead : ſo that men: 
came before their Judges as before 


their Gods. Nor wasthis all, Letters 
were alſo ſent to the other Emperonr 


and to Conftance, inviting them to: } 


concur 1n this matter , tho their Opt- 
nions had not been before asked, not- 


withſtanding the great Importance of {þ 


it. 'The Old Maximian did comply 


very willingly in /taly; for he was na-- 
turally cruel : But Conflance , that he: 


meght. 
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might not ſeem to diſſent from thoſe 
that were in rank above him, did in- 
deed give order for the pulling, down 

the Walls of the Houſes where the 
Chriſtians held their eAſemblies 3 for 
theſe could be eaſily rebuilt : but he 
took care to preſerve thoſe true Tem 

ples of God, mean the Chriftiansthem- 

ſelves. 

XVI. The whole World was now 
brought under great vexation, the- 
Gaules only excepted ; thoſe three 
wild Beaſts exerciſed their Cruelty 
- upon all the Provinces from the Eaft 

to the Meft. If Thad a hundred Tongues, 
and the ſtrongeſt Voice, I could 
not ſer out all the Forms of Crimes ,. 
and all the Names of the 'Tortures that 
the Judges in. the ſeveral Provinces 
| put in practice ”=_ ſo many Holy 

and Innocent Perſons :. But what need 
Eengage in this recital, eſpecially to 
you, My Dear Donatus, who had fo: 
extraordinary a ſhare in them. For 
whereas you firſt fell into the hands of 
the Prefe& Flaccinus', who was not a 
fmall Murderer, you fel next into the 
Hands of Hrerocles, who from being 
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a: Deputy was made a Preſident , and had' 
been an Adviſer and a Promoter of the 
Perſecution: and- in the laſt placegwas 
brought before Priſcillian his Succeſ- 
ſor , where, as: well as before the other 
two, you--gave an Evidence of your 
unconquered Courage: you were nine 
ſeveral times pur toa great many Tor- 
tures, and at every one of them you 
overcame the Rage of your Enemies, 
by a glorious Confeſſion. In thoſe 
nine encounters with the Devil you 
defeated him with his whole Troop of 
Aſſiſtants : and by ſo many Victories 
you triumphed over the World with 
all its Terrors. How pleaſant was.that 
Triumph 1n the ſight of God, in which 
inſtead of White Horſes or Elephants ' 


about your Chariot , you triumphed ' 
over the Emperours themſelves , and | 
ſexm'd to __—— after your Charzor, | 


This is true Victory , when thoſe that 
have conquered the World, are” ſub- 
dued : for they were overcome and 
ſubdued by you, who deſpiſing their 
Impious Edii?s, made no account of 
all the-- Pomp © and -'Terrors | of their 
Tyrannical Authority. 'Their Whip= |: 
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ings and their Pincers , their Fires -* 
and Swords, and all the ſeveral ſhapes 


of Torture had no effe& upon you: - ,, 


No ſort of Violence could make you 
fall from the Faith, and from-the true 
Worſhip of God + This isto beatrue 
Diſciple-anda true Souldier of Chriſty 
whom no Enemy can-overcome , no 
Wolf can carry out of Gods Fold, no - 
Snare can intangle, no Sorrow can ſub. 
due, andno 'Torture can break.. After 
all thoſe zine Engagements, that pro- 
ved ſo glorious to you, the Devil finding 
himſelt always overcome by you, durit - 
not aſlault you-any more : . for-expes« 
rience had ſhewed him, that you were - 
not to be vanquiſhed: - and ſince he ſaw - 
that the Crown of Victory was ready 
to be beſtowed on you, he would not, + 
by provoking you any further, give ' 
you the occalion-of receiving itſo * in 
Tho it was not given to- you then, . 
it 1s ſafely kept for you in the King- 
dom of God, as the: Recompenſe *of 
your Vertue and Worth, But now I : 
return to the ſeries of: the Hiſtory. 
XVIE Dzooletian + being now en- 
gaped - into: this -wicked deſign , and ' 
baving,-: 


—_— 
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having ſucceeded fo well in the Exe- 
Eution of it, went ſtrejght to Rome, 
that io he might celebrate there-hisen- 
rring upon the twentieth year of his 
Empire, that he was to open upon the: 
Anniverſaryof his coming to it, which 
was the twentieth of November. But as: 
ſoon as that was over, he ſhewed how 
little he could bear that Freedom that 
the Romans had ſtill retained ;. at which: 
he was ſo uneaſy, that tho the firſt of 
7anuary was very Near, in which he was. 
to enter-upon his ninth Conſulate, yet 
he could not be prevailed on to ſtay to 
that day, and fo he could not bear the 
ſtaying thirteen days longer at Rome, 
but he began his Conſulate at Ravenna. 
The Winter was both extream Cold 
and Rainy ,. ſo that the Journey did ſo- 
afte& his health, -that it threw him in- 
to a2 lingring fickneſs , that never 
went off quite : and being ill. allthe 
way, he was forccd to be carried for 
moft part in a Litter. His 1lInefs lay 
upon bun all the Summer long :: about. 
the end of 'it he continued his Journey, 
and having come round the Coaſt of 
Phrygia , he got at lait to —— 

| 1s 
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his Sickneſs being now come toa great 
height. Bur tho he was brought very 
low byit, yet he would needs appear 
in publick, andaffiſt at the Dedication 
of the Hippodrome that he had built, 
which was done at the end of his twen- 
tieth year of Empere. His ſickneſs grew 
at laſt ro ſucha degree, that Supplica- 
tions were made Io all the Gods for 
his Life : but on the 13'> of December 
a report was ſpread allabout the Palace, 
that he was dead : the ſad Looks andy7, 
the Terrour that appeared in all his” 
Coxurtiers, and the ſolemn filence that! 7 
was over all the Coxrt, made that the þ 
Report was generally believed : TheVw?/ 
City of Nicomedsa believed himnot on= 
ly dead, but buried; but the next day 
it was given. out that he was yetalive z. 
upon which the countenances of many 
that were concerned, were much chan- 
ged : but others belieyed ſtill that he 
was dead ,, and that it was concealed- 
for fear of the Souldiery , ieſt they 
ſhould havefallen into ſome dangerous 
Conſultations, and that therefore his. 
Death was tobe keptup till Maximian- 


ſhould come to Nrcomedia. This grew 
| 19 
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to be ſo Univerſally believed, that if 
he had not ſhewed himſelf on the firſt | 
of eMarch, it had not been poſlible 
to have perſwaded the people that he 
was ſtill alive. He was {trangly alrered 
by a whole years fickneſs ythat they to 
whom he was very well known, could- 
hardly believe him to be the ſame : He-' 
had indeed on the thirteenth of Decem- 
ber fallen into ſo deep a Swoon, that it 
was thought he was dead, and he never: 
, recovered this ſo'entirely , as- to be-' 
4 wholly what. he had been formerly : 
_ for he had ever after this, ſome fits of 
- Madneſs ,. which returned at ſome. 
times upon him ,- tho:in the Intervals of 
thoſe fits he had- his Underſtanding very. 
perfect. PEG 
XVIII. Not many 'days after this,.- 
Galerins Maximian came to - him, not- 
to congratulate upon his recovery , but: 
to force him to reſign the Empire: He 
| had made the ſame- attempt upon the' 
elder Maximian +, and threatned him 
with a Civil -War if he would not re- © 
ſign ; ſo now he ſet on Drecletian : He 
began'art firſt more ſoftly and gently 
with -him ; telling him , that he was 
now * 


of the Primitive Perſecutors. 9b 


F now become ancient and infirm , and 
leſs able ro undergo- the fatigue of 


Government, and that theretore he / 
ought to give himſelf: ſome repoſe at- 
ter ſo miich Application and Toil. He ' 
ſet before him Nervs's Example, who: 
reſigned the-Empire to Trajan : Dio- 
cletian anſwered-, that as it was not 
honourable for him ,/after he had born 
ſo ſublime a-Chara&er ſo long , to 
ſhut himſelf up in an obſcure Corner, - 
foit could not be fafe for-him-to do it ,- 
fince during fo long a Reign, he muſt- 
needs have made himſelt many Ene- 
mies. The-eaſe- was-quite different in-. 


* Nerva, who had pa 'his whote life in-' 


retirement ; ſo that his great Age and 
his unacquaintendneſs with affairs made. 
him leſs capable of bearing fo great 2 - 
Burden , which therefore: he threw 
off, and returned to that. privacy 1n- 
which he had ſpent the tormer parts of 
his life. : But he offered roe Maximiar 
to receive him to an -equal m_— 
with himſelf; . fo that- they ſhould be 
all called Emperozrs ,. if that would- 
have -contented him. The other, who 


had now formed a projet of makin 
hunſelt -- 
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himſe ſole Emperoxr, ſecing that from 
this Title that was offered him, little 
real Advantage would accrue to him, 
pretended that the Order which Dio- 
elctian had begun, of having wo Em- 
perours with the Supream Power, and 
8s Aſſiſtants to them in a lower de- 
gree of Dignity, ought to be forever 
maintained : Ir was an eaſy thing to 
preſerve a good Correſpondence be- 
tween two Perſons, but that could not 
be comfaſed if there came to be four 
of equal Dignity: He concluded, that 
if the Emperoxr would not retire, and 


make way for him, he would ſee to 


himſelf; for he would be no longer 
contented with the low degree in which 
he had been fo long held : He had 
been now for fifteen years as it were 


baniſhed to /liricam, along the River 


of the Danxbe, and engaged in con- 
ftant Wars with the Pow. > gut 5. 
while others were reigning quietly , 
and in delicious Seats. The Old Man, 
that was now much broken , having 


heardall this, and having likewiſe re- 


ceived Letters from the elder Max:- 
#1anu, that gave him an account of 
what 
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what had been ſaid to himſelf upon that 
ſubje&, and had alſo heard that Gale- 
rins Maximian was encrealing his Ar- 
my; upon this, not without 'Tears;, he 
conſented to that which had been pro- 
poled to him ſo that which remained 
was,that the Ceſars ſhould be named by 
the concurring Advices of all the Four. 
But the orher rejected this, and faid, 
that the other zwe muſt conſent to 
whatſoever they ſhould wy on: 
and indeed, it ſeemed that there was 
no room for choice, but that the Sons 
of the other two muſt have been na- 
med for Ceſars. Maxentins was Son to 
rhe Elder Maximian,and had married 
the younger Maximians Daughter. 
He was a Man of a wicked and vicious 
Diſpoſition, and was ſo proud and fo 
willtul, that he would not pay the 
wonted reſpe& of Adoration, neither 
to his Father, nor to his Father-in- 
Law, ſo that he was equally hated of 
both. Conſtantine Son to Conflance was 
a moſt vertuous Youth , and had all 
the Qualities that could recommend 
him to the higheſt Dignity : his Air 
and Perſon were gracetul ; his capa- 

city 
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city for Military Afﬀairs, his Probity, 
and his obliging Deportment , made 
that he. was beloved of the Souldiers, 
and wished for by all Perſons: He was 
' thenin Dyoclerian?s Court, and was put 
by him in the chief Command of the | 
Army. But Maximian'had his Obje- 
&tions to both theſe: as for Maxentimns 
he thought he was-not: worthy of that 
Dignity , and he reckoned, that he who 
had behaved himſelf fo InſoJently to- 

- Wards him , whilehe wasa private per- 
ſon, would- become intolerable it he 
were raiſed ſo high. "Conſtantine was 
indeed ſo amiable a perſon, that it was 
thought he would be a better and a 

entler Prince thanhis Father had been: 

and ſo he would be able ro check him 

as he pleaſed : wherefore Aſaximian 

reſolved to have ſuch perſons promoted, 

who ſhould be always in his power, 

who ſhould be affraid of him, and 

. fhoulddo nothing bur by his order, fo 

& he propoſed Severns : Diocletian ex- 

ec” eepted to him, as a Mad Extravagant, 

y- *:”and Drunken Perſon , who changed 

y/ the Day into Night, andthe Night in- 
to Day: but the other anſwered, that 
; | he 
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he had deſerved that Dignity well, for 

he had taken great care of the Army, 

and had payed them - faithfully; and 

added, that hehad fent him toe Maxx: 

mian the elder , that he might receive 

the Nomination from him ; ſo this 

was aggreed to: and when Drocletian 

asked him , who ſhould be the other, 

he preſented one Dais tohim, a young 

Man, that was half a Barbarian by his hid 

Extraction, and whom he had lately 

ordered to be called Maximin from 3? ' 

his own name. For Diocletian hat / 

changed his own Name to that, to di- 

ſtinguiſh him from the other Maxi 

mian, who hadalwayes maintained his 

Fidelity to him moſt religiouſly, D#0- 

cletian asked him, who that young 

Man was; the other ſaid, he was his 

Ally : but he fighed, and replied, thar 

he did not propoſe to him perſons 

that were capable of conducting the 

Common-wealth ; the other ſaid, that 

he had already tried them. Drocletian 

inſiſted and-ſaid , that he who was to 

enter upon the Emprre, —_— to ſee 

toit: and that forhis part, he had ta- 

ken his ſhare of 'T'oil, and-had ſtudied 

to preſerye the Common-wealth in a 
good 
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good State during his Empire , but if 


atter his time it ſhould fall into Difor- 
der, it ſhouldnot beby his fault. All 
things being thus concerted in ſecret, 
on the firſt of May this great Aﬀair 
came to be declared, The eyes of all 
People were on Conſtantine, not 
doubring but the Nomination muſt fall 
on him: all thee Military Men, as well 
the Souldiers as the Officers, lookt at 
him, wiſhrt forhim , and thewed much 
Joy in the hopes that they expreſled of 
his Advancement : 'There was a rifin 


ground at almoſt three Miles diſtance | 


from the Czty, and it was there where 
eMaximian himſelf had firſt received 
. the Imperial Purple ,. in remembrance 
of which there was a Pzllar erefted 
with a State of Fupiters upon it. That 
place was markt out for this Solemni- 
ty,and the Army was drawn outabout it: 
and there the O/d Man with Tears in his 


Eyes, toldthe Souldiers, that he was | 


now become Infirm, and therefore he 
was reſolved ro give himſelf ſome reſt 
after ſo much Toil, and to deliver up 
the Empire to thoſe who were able to 
undergo the fatigue of it : and thatin 

order 
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order to that, he would now name 
new Ceſars. Upon this all mens expe- 
&ations being raiſed, he named” Se- 
verns and Maximin; all people were 
amaſed ; and. ſince- Conflantine was ſtan- 
ding by , ſome began to ask whether 
he had changed his name into Mnxx5- 
-in; but to the admiration of-all the - 
Spe&ators , Maximian put by Conflane - 
zine ,and drew out Data, and ſhewed-: 
him to the. people, having ſtript him 
of the habit that he wore as a private 
erſon : and while 'all men were ſure 
priſed, and knew neither who he 
nor of whom he was deſcended, (tho 
this unlookt for promotion -, had ſo 
diſordered them ., that they teſtified 
no averſion to it) Dzocletian threw his 
Purple Robe about him, and ſo he 
himſelf retired to a priyate State a-' 
gain, and returned to his private name 
of Dzocles, which upon his coming ro 
the Empire he had changed to Diocle- 
tian, and thus the Solemnity ended : 
and the old Emperour, like a Souldier 
that had abtained* his difmiſlion, re- 
tired, and drivethro, N:zcomedia; and 
ſo went into his own Countrey, And 
BS E Daia 
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Daze, that wasraiſed up from following 
of Cattle thro Woods , and was firit 
a common Souldier, then an Officer, 
after that a Brigadier, and now ar laſt 
got to be Ceſar, had the Eaſt afligned 
to him, to be oppreſſed and ruined by 
Him, And the he neither underſ{toad 
Military Affairs, nor Matters of State, 
yet he was now ſet to condudt Armies 
anſtead of feeding Cattle. 

XX. Maximianhaving now effefted 
that which he had mate Jr drivin 
out the Old Men, behaved bimſelf 
as if he had been the ſole Emperozr of 
_ the whole Roman Empire, For tlio 

Conſtance had the -Precedence, and fo 
was to be always named before him, 
yet he was deſpiſed by him, both be- 
cauſe-he was naturally of a mild tem- 
per , and was now much difabled thro 
the. indiſpoſition of his body. He be- 
Heved that either he would ſoon die, 
or that it would be no hard thing to 
force him to reſign his ſhare of the 
Empire. There was about Maximian | 
one Licingus.,, who. was. his ancient 
Friend ;: for they had been Comerades 
. from their firſt Imployments in the 
5 | Army: 
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Army : and he had now the. chief 
ſtroke in all Aﬀairs. Maximian had 
not put him in the nomination of the 
Ceſars, becauſe he would not put him ' 
in a rank ſo far Inferiour to himſelf as 
to call him Son, but he reckoned thar. 
Conſtarice would ſoondie, and then he ' 
was rclolved to receive him to be his 
Brother and Collegue inthe Empire: and 
thus he projected to eſtabliſh himſelf 
in his Authority , and to be able ro 
carry all things according to his mind; 
and after he thould come to his twen- 
tieth zear , and celebrate the Feſtivals 
of it, as his Predecefſors had done, he 
intended to reſign the Empire, and to 
put his Son in his ſtead, who wasnow': 
only nine yearsold: fo thathe intended 
that Licinius and Severus ſhould be 
the Emperonrs , and that Maximin 
and Cand:dianxs ſhould be the Ceſars- 
and thus he being eſtabliſhed and ſe- 
cured as much as was poſlible, ſhould 
paſs the reſt of his days in quiet, and- 
great ſafety. Theſe were his Deſigns : 
Bur he having made God his Enemy, 
all his Projects came to nothing. 
XX1I, He haying attained the Sus 
7 2 -pream 


106 DA Relationof the Death 
pream Dignity, ſet himſelf to diſquiet 
the World,. that was now become 
ſubje& to him. In his Expedition a- 
gainſt the Perſians he had obſerved 
that Cuſtom which was eſtabliſhed 
among them, by which all thoſe V+ 
tions eſteemed themſelves the Slaves 
of their Kzngs : ſo that they reigned 
over them with as abſolute an Authori- 
ts as a Maſter of a Family does over 
thoſe of his Houſhold. This vile Man 


intended to eftabliſh the ſame Method 


of Government in the Roman Empire : 
and he was ſo impudent,. that eyer af 
ter that Vittory, the uſed to magtfify 
It: and tho he durfſt not openly ar- 
tempt the reducing the Romans to the 
ſame State, ,yet he behaved himſelf fo 


as if he had conſidered all others as 


hisSlaves: he began with the dep rading 
thoſe that were in honourable Im- 
ployments ; for he ſubjeCed the 2{a- 
giſtrates*and the Chief Citizens of the 
greateſt Cries, that were in the emi- 
nenreſt Rank , to the Law of Torture: 
and upon the ſlighteſt accounts, and in 
Matters that were meerl civil, he 
would put them to deathas the Fancy 

» took 
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took him, and for leſſer tranſgreſſions 
he put them in Irons; he took ſuch - 


Women of Quality as pleaſed him out 


of their. own Houſes , and brought 
them- by Violence to his Seragho-: 
and 'when any were to be whipped, 
he had-poſts {truck into the ground in 
his Stables: to: which they were ticd , 
and ſo fſtretcht out , which was done 
more Infamouſly than was wontto he 
done to the. Slaves themſelves. What 
ſhall I fay* of his Diverſions, ang his 
Pleaſure ? He had ſome Bears that he 
had. choſen out in a great many years 
among all others, that were the bjg- 


i 


gf 30d the fierceſt that could be 


nd,.. and that were by Cook eau c 
fo much the Tier ro- himfelt ; and 
when he intended to-divert him(elf, 
he qrdered: one of theſe to, be: brought _ 
out, and a an to be, thrown to him, - 


not to. be killed by him ounnghks but 


| a5 the 
Limbs. of thoſe Wretches -were. torn - 
aſunder, -he uſed to burſt out molt in- 
decently into' Laughter 3. fo that he 
ſeldom went to ſupper before he had 


to. be ;car up. in! morlels : 


| thed ſome mans Biood. As for thoſe 


E 3 that 
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that had no Dignity , he condemned 
them to be burnt : and tho at firſt he 
_ gave the Chriftians leave to be gone, 
yet afterwards he not only condemned 
them to Torture , but to be b»#+nt'in 
flow Fires: the manner of which was 
' this, they were firſt chained to a poſt, 
then there was a gentle Fire {sttothe 
_ Soles of their Feet, by which all the 
Callxs of the Foot was contrattcd, till 
at laſt it fell all off from” the Bones; 
then Flambearx were lighted and put 
out, and while they were hot, hey 
clapt them to all the parrs of theirbo« 
dy , that ſo they might be tortured 
all over : and care was taken to kee 
"them alive as -long as was pofhible,''by 
"throwing cold Water in their Faces, 
and by giving them wherewith to 
waſh their Mouths , leſt otherwiſe 
the Violence of the Miſery that they 
" fuffered ſhould have quite dried 'up 
their Throats, and ſo choaked them. 
Thus their Sufferings were lengrhned 
out whole days, till at laſt their Skin 
_—_ quite* conſumed by the Fire, it | 
at lait reacht to their Vitals, and then 


a great Fire was. kindled, into which 
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they were thrown , and ſo their Bo- 
dies were burnt to Aſhes : and their 
Bones that werenot q ite burnt , were 
gathered, and groundto powder, and 
thrown into ſome River, or into the 
SCA. | | 

XXII. Theſe praftices of Cruelty, 
that were begun upon the Chriſtians, 
grew in him-to ſuch a Habit, 'that 
he beganto exerciſe them upon others: 
he never punithed any gently : he ſel- 
dom baniſhed any, nor did he con- 
demn many to Impriſonment-, or to 
work in Mines : but his daily 7#dg- 
ments, which paſt the moſt eafily from 
him, were the condemning men to be 
burnt , to be crucified , or tobe thrown 
to Nld Beaſts, His Domeſticks, and 
thoſe whom he imploied in his Afﬀairs,. 
were alſo ſeverely diſciplined by him. 
And as to all Capital Matters , Be- 
heading was thought an extraordinary 
Grace , which was granted. to- very 
few ; ſo that it was lookt on: as -a 
Reward for paſt Services, to have the- 
favour of a gentle Death ; yet all theſe 
were ſmall Matters. Eloquence was 
extinguiſhed by him; the. Advocates 
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were deſtroyed , and all that were 
learned in the Law, were cither ba- 


niſhed ,. or put to death ;: all ſorr- of 
Literature weſf reckoned among the. 


ill Arts, and all learned men were 
Jookt on as ill-affe&ted to the Empe- 
yorr , and were both hated and ruined 


by him: The 7mdges having ſ#perceded. 


all -the: Lawes , had a Licence given 


them to do: whatſoever they pleaſed ;. 


and- A1ilitary men, who had no ſort of 


Learning, were made 7#dgesin the ſe-- 


veral Provinces , without having ſo 
much as Aſeſers afligned them. 
XXIII. Healſo took care to involve 
the, whole Empire.into a. general Ca- 
lamity:, and under a common. Grie- 
vance, by the new Tax. that he laid 


both on the. Cuties. and Provinces :- 


which was ſo ſeverely levied by rhe 


Taxmen that he ſent every where,, 
that the ſtate of Afﬀairs lookt 25 diſmall . | 


as if the Empire had been over-run by 
fome Enemy , or as if it. had been 
-brought under ſome heavy Bondage. 
Al mens Fields were mea{ured, an ac- 
count was taken of all their Trees and 


likes 


Vines, and of all Cattle ;. all men were 
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likewiſe polled , and where thoſe liſts 
were ' made/, no difference was - put 
betweer? thoſe: that yyzed in Town or 
Countreys :And- as The Taxing was 
managed in the' Towns, without: any / 
DiſtmCEion of the antient Citizens, and 
thoſe that were newly come out of 
the 'Countrey, ſo in the Villages all 
people came with their Children and 
Slaves to tbe lifted”: and 'upen- the 
{hgbreſt ſfuſpitions men were whips or 
tortured; Children were hanged up in 
the fight of their Parents;3-Slaves were 
dealt with toaccule their Maſters ,and - 
Wives | to* accuſe their. Husbands. - 
When. no fort of Evidence-could be 
found ,- men were forced by Torture. 
ro accuſe themſelves; and when any ' 
thing was-thus extorted from. them, + 
then- they were -proceeded: againſt as- 
if they 'had been clearly convitted of 
thoſe-* Crimes. - No regard was had ' 
either to. Mens Age. or: Infirmity : - 
for the Sick and Feeble' were taxed 
as: well as the whole: and in the e- 
ſtimate ' that'' was made of mens 
Age... they. added years to thoſe that” 
were not: yet of Age, as they de- * 
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tracted ſome from thoſe that were 
paſt it. All Places were: full, of 
'Grief and Sorrow. And: he: adyen- 
tured to put in execution againſt ;the 
Romans, and thyſc Provinces that were 
ſubjected to them, all that any Con-- 
querours had done tothoſe who being 
ſubdued by them, were by. the Law 
of War at their Mercy: :. as if; he 
wowld have revenged the 'Fax that 
Tr4jan put on his Anceſtors, the Da» 
83ans , Which he laid on them. as a. 
Puniſhment for their frequent Rebel- 
lions. After that al men were thus 
liſted, then ſo much money was laid 
upon every mans. head, as if: he had 
been--to pay fo much for his life. 
Yet this matter was not truſted to 
the firſt Taxmen , but new ſets of 
them one after another , were ſent 
about z that new men. might always 
find new matter to work upon ; and 
tho. they. could really diſcover no- 
thing ,. yetthey encreaſed the numbers 
m rhe lifts that they made, that ſo it | 
might nor be ſaid, that they had been. 
ſent ro no purpoſe. By the means 
of thoſe Opprethons, the Stock _ 
arctic. 
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Cattle was much diminiſhed , arid ma- 
ny men died: 'and yet the Taxes con- 
tinued ſtill tobe levied, even for thoſe 
that were dead: to ſuch Miſery were 
men reduced , that eyen Death did 
not put an end to it. The Beggars 
were. the only perſons that were ex- 
empted from theſe Oppreſhons:z- for 
to have nothing to Pay was the on- 
ly way to be covered-trom thoſe Ex- 


actions : But this Curſed Man. took 
care to put an end to their want ; for 
he gave Orders to gather them all 
an. yank. and to put them in Veſſels, - 

when they were at Sea, he or- 


an 
dered them to be all drowned. So 
Compaſſionate was he, that he was 
reſolved that no body ſhould be ex- 


. treamly miſerable during his reign-: 


thus he found: out an effeRual Ex- 
pedient to keep alt men from. pre- 


tending Poverty, as an Excuſe from 


paying the Taxes. but he at the ſame: 
time, -againſt all the Rules of Huma- 
nity, put a multitude. of . miſerable 


Pexfons. to Dearh. 


'XXIV., Ar laſt. the Judgments of 
God came to ſciſe on him: and now 
E 6 all 
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"all rhat-Succeſs which he had hither 
to enjoyed came to- be changed. While 
he was +"/ 0n..Aeogel to thoſe things- 
of which I have given you an account, 
he had taken no-care to deſtroy or to de-- 
throne Conſtance; for he was waiting . 
for his Death ;-yet he. did not appre- 
hend thatjt-would come ſo ſuddenly is 
"2t-did.- Btit Conſtance being now very 
fick, writto him that he might fend his - 
-Son Conftantine to him, having made:: 
the ſame defire often before, but to no 
-Purpoſe+: for Haximian had no mind - 
to let him-go- to his Fathey : on the : 
"contrary, he had expoſed himto many - 
Dangers , hoping that he would have. 
fallen under fome-of them 3 he durſt 
not make an open Attempt upon him, . 
fearing a Csvi1 War, or rather a Mutiny - 
among the Sox/diers: but under a pres 
tence of exerciſing him , he had en- 
gaged him. to encounter - with 17/4 ./ 
Beaſts, yet all-was in-vain;; for as the 
Hand of God was viſible in protecting . | 
him all along, ſo it. appeared mil | 
bgnally now1n.the laſt and critical mo- 
ment ; for the Emperour not knowing . 
how. he: could. deny. it. any longer, . 
| granted... | 
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granted him art laſt a paſs, which had 
the Sea] pur to-it, while it was late; - 
but'he ordered him to come to' him 
next. morning to recetvehis Commands; 
and he had reſolvedentther to find fome 
Colour for hindring - his Journey, or 
to ſend Orders to Severys ,. to ſtop him 
on the Way. Conſtantine had ſome ap-- 
prehenſion of that which might happen, 
and therefore as ſoon as the Emperonr 
went, to fieep , after Supper he took- 
Journey , and 1n the: ſeveral Stages. 
thro which he-paſt, he carried with - 
him all-the Poſt Horſes. The Emperony- 
on purpoſe to delay him, did not open- 
his door next day nil] it was noon, and: 


'-then he called for him: bur he heard-- 


that he had gone laſt Night, immediatly 
after Supper z upon which the Empe- 
ror fell into a moſt violent fit of rage; : 
and ordered ſome to be ſent after him 
for fetching him back 3. but-when he - 
underſtood that he carried all the Poſt - 
Horſes with him-.,. fo that this conld 
not be:. done, the-. Emperour: could - 
hardly forbear. weeping. - Conſtantine 
made all the -haſt that was poſlible, and 
foynd his: Father juſt breathing our his - 
is of ' &] lack; £ 
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laſt. Conſtance recommended his Sor tc 
the Soldiers, and delivered over thelff þ 
Empire to him, ,and fo he ended his 
Lite in all} points. as- he withed te. do. fr 
Conſtantine was no ſooner poſleſſed of 
the Empere, then he gave the Chriſtians 
the free Liberty of their Religion, fo 
thathis firſt Eds was the Reſtoring the 
Exerciſcot this holy Religion, 

. XXV. Within a few days after this, 
his /mage with the Characters of the 
Imperial Dignity. upon it, was ſent to 
eMaximian: he was long in ſuſpence, 
not knowing what he ſhould do, be 
ence intended.-to throw both the [mage 

it ſelf, and likewiſe Him that brought 
it intothe Fire : but his Friends diverted 
him from this; for they were ſenſible 
of the Inconyeniences of irritating the 
Army, who were already diſpleaſed., 
becauſe that: no notice was taken of 
them inthe Nonunation of. the Ceſars: 
and they- might probably enough have 
declared -ior Conſtantine, if they ſhould 
have ſeen him- coming againſt MMaxi- 
mian at the head of. an Army. ..Thefe 
Advices prevailed ſo-tar upon him), that 
tho'it was much againſt his Heart, yet 

he | 


appear'that he had of- bis own accord 
\Ereceived: bum; 4nto. the Partnerſhip. of 
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he received the Starue , and ſent (on- 
Pantne. the Purple, that1o 1t might 


the Empire.. But this broke all his mea- 
ſures; [nor .could he. now make an» 
other Emperour Supernumerary ;. yet 
he felbupon,this Contrivance,. of decla- 
ring - Severks.', Who Was 'the {Antien» 
ter perſon , Empereur.,, and (onftantine 
not Emperonr (as had been already 
done) but Ceſar only, in Partnerihip 
with MMaximin, that ſoinſtead of being 
next to-himfelf, he might be the laſt of 
the Fowr. >| > 1:21 | 
XXVI. But:.while: he thought thar 
this rnatter was quite ſetlcd, he received 
anew Alarm, which .was,, that faxen- 
tius , Who was his own Sen-in- Law, 
was declaxed Emperouy, at Rome..: The 
occalion. of. which. was this:: Adaximian 
having reſolved-16 exhauſt-the Wealth 
of the whole Empire by bis [mpoſitions, 
proceeded to that you of Madneſs, 
that he- would not. ſo much as grant the 
City of, Rome an E xempyerirpra all 
Tax: fo. he named thec4 
ſhould go-to Rome tf 
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that were in the City ;.'he had alſo at 
the ſame time made an attempt upoh 
ſome of the Priviledges of the Preroiigh 
Bands; {bo « few of 'thoſ& Guargs that 
were lett/at” Rome, having found a fit 
Opportunity” for- it y+ they fart : killed 
ſome of the-- Fadger , and 'perceivin 
that the People; who were now muc 
irritated, were fot ill pleaſed at: this;they 
declared: Maventim Emperour :'When 
the newes of this was'brought to as 
ximian, he was a little difordered with 
the firſt ſurpriſe of it, yet he was not 
much terrified at it. He both hated the 
Man, and could nor reſolve -to make 
three Ceſars all ararime; He thought it 
wasenough to have been tor' once con- 
{trained to do-a thing-ro which he had 
not a mind, ſo he+ſent for Severss, and - 
perſuaded him t6- afſunie the Emprre, - 
and he ſent him againſt- Aaxenrivs with 
the e-Lrm97 that had been under his Fa-- 
thers command , and ordered him to - 
march ſtreight to Rowe, knowing well 
that thoſe' Soxldiers , who had taſted fo 
often of the- Pleafures-:of thar place, - 
would not only. endeavour:to preſerve - 
the C775 but-would defire __ iT 
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- their chief quarter: Afaxentivs begin- 
T ning toreflect onthe Boldneſs of his un-- 
dertaking $ as: onthe one hand he had 
ſome reaſon to hope, thatthe eArmy 
which had fo _ been commanded by 
his Father, might be eaſily practiſed 
upon todeclare for himſelf ; ſo on the 
other hand he apprehended , that his 
Father-in-law, fearing. the ſame thing, . 
might. leave: Severus 1n Ilyricum:, 
might come in perfon with his own 
Army to deſtroy him : upon this he 
began to contrivethe means of ſecuring 
himſelftrom this danger, which was han- 
ging over his head; fo he ſent the Pxrple 
to his Father, who had livedin Campania 
everſince his Re/zpnation of the Empire: - 
and he declared bim now for the ſecond 
time Emperoxr. His Father, who had 
religned againſt his will, and was lon- 
ging fora Changein the State of Aﬀairs, - 
accepted of 4r very willingly. In the 
mean while Severss marched with his. 
Army, and came at laſt to the very 


"Þ Walls of Rewe. But the Souldiers- 


ſeeing againſt whom they were come, - 

did immediately abandon him, and went 

over to him. againſt whom. they were 
ſenr.. 
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ſent. Severm being thus forſaken, was 
forced to fly. Burt he was met on his 
way by « Maximian the der, who 
had now affſumed the Empire , ſo that 
to avoid him he went - to Ravenna, 
and with a ſmall handſul of men he 
ſhut himſelf up in that place : and 
ſeeing that he muſt needs be delivered 
up, he reſolved to prevent that , and 
both. rendred himſelf, and gave back 
the /mperial Purple ro him, from whom 
he had received it : but all that he 
could obtain by- this Submiſhon, was 
a Gentle Death; for order was given 
to cut his Veins, -ſo that he died ea» 
fily. . Thus did Maximian- perſecute 
thoſe that were raiſed up by him- 
ſelf. 

XXVII. But MMaximian the elder 
knew well the Madneſs of MMaximian 
the yourger : and did not doubt bur 
that as toon as the news of Severn: 
his Death ſhould be brought him, he 
would upon the heat of Anger, into 
which that might throw him, march 
mmediately with his Army , and 
would perhaps bring along with him 
Aaximins Forces; and he knew well 


that 


that H 


fiſt < 
fortif 
ters 1 
he n 
migh 
wh. 
Daug 
Max 
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that he was not ſtrong enough to re- 
fiſt ſo great an Army, therefore he 
fortified Rome, and having ſertled mart- 
ters in the beſt method that he could, 
he marched into Gaxle, that ſo he 
might engage Conſtantme into his In- 
tereſts, by offering him his younger 
Daughter in Marriage. Bur the other 
Maximian having gathered together 
his Troeps, marched nt9 /taly, and 
came to Rome , reſolving to extirpate 
the Inhabitants , and in particular to 
deſtroy all the Senators: but he found 
all ſhut againſt him , and well forti- 
fied: here was no hope of _—_— 

it by a-Surpriſe ,-and it wasa very ha 

thing to beſege it-, nor chad he Aer 
enough for the Siege:: for he had never 
before ſeen Rome, nor knew how 
great it was; bur had fancied that it 
was no -greater- than thoſe other C:- 
ties. which he had ſeen. Some of the 
Legioni began to have a Horror at 
the unnatural Mar, in which the Fa- 
ther in-Law was fighting againſt his 
Son-in-Law , and the Roman Souldiers 
were fighting againſt the City of 
Rome; ugon which they carried their 
Colours 
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Colours with them: and deſerted; and: 
many others were ſtaggering, fo that 
fearing. Severnss Fate ,: he was fo 
ſunk with the Fright into which this 
threw him ,-that caſting himſelf at the 


Sonldters feet , he begged that they: 


would not deliver him up: to his En- 
nemy: and what with his Submiſhons,. 


and what. with the” great Promiles- 


that he made them, -he prevailedover 


them to continue true to. him ; but he 


would not venture more with: fuch 
Troops : ſo he marched away in all 


haſte, and in ſuch great: Conſternaxion, fri 
that if he had been purſued by ever [c 
fo ſmall a Body, it had'beenan caly fi 


thing .to ' have defeated him quite 


whereof being apprehenſive , he ſent: l 


out: his Army in Parties on all hands, 


with- Orders to Plunder: and Deſtroy [| 


the whole Comntrey; that it-mightnot- 


be poſſible for an Army that might 
purſue him- to. find whereupon. to 
{ubſiſt ; ſo that all- that Part of /raly , 


thro which this -deftroying Army had 


marcht, -was quite ruined ; -all was 


fpoiled , Women were Forced, Vir- 


gins were: Raviſhed, and all men were 
tortured, : 


retur 
were 
burr] 
than 
g1ver 
and 1 
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cortured , that -they might diſcover 
where their Wives, their Daughters 
or their Treaſures were concealed ; 
and the Flocks of Sheep and Herds of 
| Cattle were driven before them, as 
{ they uſed to do the Spoils that they 
*Þ took from the Barbarians; and thus he, 
4 who inſtead of. being the Roman Em- 
TY perenr, was now become the Plunderer 
of Traly, retired back: into his own 


c Diviſion, after he had in this Hoſtile 


manner deſtroyed the whole: Conntrey. 
He had Aideed long before this, at the 


nJtime.of his receiving the Empire, de- 


clared himſelt ſuch an Enemy ' to the 


| very name of a Roman, that he once 


intended to * have; changed the very 


nt Deſignation of the Empire, ſo that in- 


ftead of the Roman, it ſhould have 
been called the Dacian Empire. 
XXVIIL After that he had left Italy 
-12 this manner, the other Maximian 
returned out of Gazle, and he & his Son 
were Maſters of that part ofthe Empire, 
{| durthe Sor was much more conſidered 
than the Father, both becauſe he bad 
given the firlt rife to this Revolution, 
T and that he had invited: his Father to 
; his 
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upon this Occaſion ſo much Anger and 
Fury, that the O/4 Man being attrigh- 
ted at it, fell into great Diſorder, and 
was driven out of Rome almoſt as igno- 
minioufly as T arquin the proud had been, 

XXIX. He retired firſt ro Gavle, 
and after -that he had ſtaid there for 
ſome time, he went to the other Ma- 
ximias, knowing him to be his Sons 
Invcterate Enemy : he pretended that 
he went to concert with him ſome 
things relating to the State of the 
Commonwealth , bur his true Deſign 
was, that he might under this pretence 
of Reconciliation , ſeek an Occaſion 
to Murder him, and fo poſleſs him- 
ſelf of his ſhare of the Empire, fince 
he was now thruſt out of his own. 
Diocles was then with the other Max:- 
mian, for he had been ſent for by him, 
that ſo his preſence might give ſome 
more Authority to his inſtalling of 
Licintus in Severnss ſtead. So that 
both the Old Emperours happned to 
be preſent on that occaſion : and now 
there were all at once fix Emperogrs. 
But Maximian the elder finding that 
there was a DiſtraQtion 1n the _ 

an 
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 figns , fled again for the third rime; 
and withdrew into :Gau/e, with new 
.Proje&s no leſs wicked than the former 


. deſign againſt his Life, and1n order to 
' his effeEting it , he laid aſide his 7m- 


.1n Armes., fo -that Conſtantine was 


-his Father-in-Law perſwaded him, 
\who as yet was in no diſtruſt of him, 


might have the Army that was left be- 
-hind in his own Power, ſo Conftantine 
.having ſo few Troops with him, might 


and that he could not compaſs his De- 


had been: for tho both Conſtantine 
and his Father -Conflance had married 
two - of his Daughters, yet he laid a 


perial Habit, The Frariks were then 


obliged to march againſt them. But 


that it was not neceſlaTy to carry his 
whole Army with him : and that a 
ſmall Body would be ſufficient for de- 
feating thoſe Barbarians; that as he 


be Infallibly over-whelmed by thefj was 
Franks. He was eaſily. wrought on by | ſhed 
his Father-in-Law , whoſe long Ex-[ had 
perience gave great Authority to his very 
Advices. So after that ſome dayesweteſſ ſet | 
paſt, and that Maximiax believed his] Soul 
Son-in- Zaw was now engaged among and | 


the 
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the Barbarians, he again aſſumed the 
Purple, brake in upon the publick Trea- 
ſure, and as he was wont to do, he 
diſtributed a large Donative among 
the Soxldiers; and gave out falſe Re- 
ports concerning Confantine ; but all 
this was quickly turned upon him : for 
(onſtautine was ſoon advertiſed of all 
that had paſt, and came back with 
almoſt Incredible Diligence, fo that 
Maximiau had not time enough to 
ſettle himſelf in his new-Uſurpation,but 
was ſurpriſed, and was alſo abandoned 
by the Sexldiery; upon which he fled 
to e Marſeilles, and ſhut himſelf up 
within it. Conſtantine did quickly In- 
velit that place; and having demanded 
a perſonal Conterence with him trom 
the Walls, he neither reproached nor 
threatned him , but only asked him, 
what he himſelf had done, and whar 
was in Maximians mind, that had pU- 
ſhed him on to aft ſo Indecently as he 
had done? The other anſwered him 
very ſcurrilouſly : but thoſe about him 
ſet open the gates to (onflantines 
Souldiers: ſo this rebellious Emperouy 
and treachcrous Father-in- Law , wag 

now 
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now in Conſtantives power; who fatis- 
fied himſelf wath laying his Crimes 
before him , and fo chiding him for 
thera , he ſtript him of his {zperial 
Purple; bur carried his reſentments ns 
further z and left him both his Life and 
Liberty. 

XXX. But Maximian having Toft 


both the Dignity of an. Emperour, and 


the Regard that was payed to him as 
a Father-in-Law, and not being able 
to-bear this Lownels of Fortune, fell 
to contrive new Plots; and ſuch 11 
uſe made heof :Conftaniine's forgiving 
him , that he ſer on his Daughter Fan- 
Ka, foliciting her, what with Careſſes, 
and what with Entreaties, to contrive 
her Huibands Ruine, and promiſed her 
a, better Husband when that ſhould 
be once done; io he be{oughrt her to 
leave their Bed- chamber " 2k ſome- 
times open, '{he undertook. :to. do all 
that he begged of her, but revealed all 
to her Hasband : Thusa train was laid 
for diſcovering his Treaſens, in anun- 
deniable manner; there was an Exnuch 


put in Conflantines place , to ſuffer 


what was pzojected againit him. 2fuxi- 


mian 
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mian roſe in the dead filence of the 
Night ; and all things ſeemed favou- 
rable to him: he ſaw lome few Guards, 
that were at ſome diſtance from the 
Bed-chamber ; he told them, that he. 
was going to give his Son-i#-Law an 
account of a ſtrange Dream that he 
had dreamt. So he went in Armed, 
and having killed the Eunuch , and 
fancying that he had executed his pro- 
je&t , he came out boaſting of what he 
had done. But he was not a little 
confounded when he ſaw Conftantine 
coming towards him with ſome Soz!- 
diers about him. The dead body of 
the Exnuch was drawn out, ſo that he 
was manifeſtly convicted of the Mar- 
der : and he was fo confounded with 
this Diſcovery of his Treachery , that 
he was , as it were ſtruck dead with 
it, nor had. he any fort of Excuſe or 
Defence ready. 'The choiſe of the 
manner of his Death was left to him, 
and he made choice of - Hanging. Thus 
this great Emperoar, that in the long 
courle of 20 Years Reign, had gavers 
ned the Roman Empire with ſo muctr 
Glory, was now forced to this moſt 
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Ignominious End of his Execrable 
Life. 

XXXI. The Judgments of that 
God, whois the Avenger of his Truth 
and of his People , were in the next 
place no leſs viſible upon the other 
AAaximian, that had been indeed the 
chief Contriver of this Perſecution. He 
was now thinking to celebrate the 
Feſtivais of the Twentieth Year of his 
Reign, and tho he had promiſed that 


_ upon that occaſion he would reſtore 


tome of thoſe ſevere Exactions by 
which he had ruined fo many of the 
Provinses ; yet now inſtead of perfor- 
ming it, he made uſe of this Solemni- 
ty to lay new Taxes upon them. It is 
not eaſy to ſet forth the Severity of 
theſe Impoſitions that he raiſed upon 
this occaſion, chiefly of choſe which 
were laid on the Cory. There were 
Souldiers , or rather Hangmen , that 
waited on all the Taxmaſters : and 
men did not know whither to turn 
them. The Officers came with their 
unreaſonable Demands, and thoſe who 
had not wherewith to fatisfy them, 
were ſubjected ro great V —_ of 

Or- 
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Tortures from which they had no way 
to fave themſelves, but by doing that 
which was impoſible for them : Men 
were beſet with fuch numbers of 
Souldiers , that they could hardly 
breath for them : there was little orno 
ceſflation in the Trouble to which they 
were put all rhe year round ; the very 
?xdges and the Soxldiers that attended 
upon them , fell into many Quarrels 
amongſt themſelves : there was not 2 
Barn nor a Vineyard that was not ſe- 
verely viſited ; nor indeed was there 
enough left to preſerve menalive. But 
tho this may ſeem a very Intolerable 
thing thus to ſnatch out of mens 
Mouths that Bread which they had 
earned by their Labour, yet allthis was 
ſoftned by the hopes that were given 
of whar the Emperour was todo nhis 
twentieth year. Ir was expected thar 
men ſhould appear in rich Clothes, 
and bring much Gold and Silver along 
with them, bur it was not poſlible to 
provide this, except by the fale of 
the product of the Ground; and when 
this mad Tyrant deſtroyed all rthar, fo 
that all men were ruined in order to 

F 3 the 
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the raiſing of that Treaſure , which 

was I to be laid out when. the 
twentieth year thould come z., yet the 

Emperonr lived not long, enoagh: for 


Ar. E 
_. -XXXII. When Licmims was de- 
clared Emperour , Maximin reſented 
rx cxtreamly , and would neither be 
contented any longer with the Title 
of Ceſar , nor allow Licinzms the. Pre- 
cedence : Upon this Maximian ſent 
many Meffengers to him , to induce 
him to ſubmit to the Order that he 
had (cried; and to pay the Reſpect that 
was due to Licinins's Age, and to his 
Gray Hairs, But Mfaximin ſtood upon 
histerms, and very boldly faid, that he 
to whom the Parple had been firſt 
given, ought alwayes to be conlidered 
as the Ancienter Emperonr : and fo he 
would neither yield to Maximians In- 
treaties, nor to his Commands. 'The 
Tyrant was extreamly troubled at this, 
and in his brutal way he complained 
of Maximins Ingratitude, whom he 
had raiſed from > mean a ſtate to-fo 


great 4 Dignity ; of which the other 
Was. now ſo unmindful as to reject = 
is 
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his Orders, and his moſt earneft De- 
fires. But when he ſaw that nothing 
could prevail on him , he refolved to 
put an end tothis ſecond rank of Dig- 
nity , and ſo to extinguiſh. the Tithe 
of Ceſar ; therefore as he declared 
himſelf and Licinias the Emperours, 
ſo he declared Maxentizs and Conflan- 
tine the Sons of the Emperours ,. (by 
which AMaximin was quite ſhut out.) 
But he not daunted with this, writ to 
him that upon the laſt occafion of a 
grear Aſſembly that met m the Field 
of Afars , he had been . ſaluted Empe- 
 rour by the Army. Maximian received 
this with great Regret, but yer upon: 
it he declared all the four Empe- 
rours. . | 
XXX[TH. Inthe eighteenth year of 
his Reign, he was viſged by God with 
an Incurable Stroke : An Ulcer bred in 
his Secret Parts , which daily grew 
and ſpread. The Phiſitians uſed both 
Incifians, and other Medecines .; but 
tho they brought it to a Cicarrice, 
and ſeem'd to have healed it, yet. 
it feſtred, and broke out again, 
and the Humour did - fo corrode 
h F 4 the. 
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the Veſſels, that a Fein burſt, 
upon which he loft ſo much Blood, 
that it had almoſt coſt him his Lite; 
_ 'for it was very hard to: ſtop it. A new 


Cure was carried on with that ſucceſs, || 


that the Wound was again brought to 
a C:catrice. But upon a little ſhaking 
of his Body , the Vern broke again, and 
he loſt at this ſecond time more Blood 
than he had done at firſt. He became 
pale, funk, and waſted to nothing. 
So that the Low eſtate of . his Body 
made that he loft no more Blood; But 
now his Wognd became more dange- 
rous, outward Applications had no ef- 
fe&t any more upon it : The Cancer 
ſpread it ſelf fill further, and the 
more it Was cut, it ſeemed to grow 
ſo much the fafter ; all the moſt fa- 
mous Phi/itians that were every where 
fearcht for, beganto loſe hopes. And 
while all humane means became inef- 
feEtual , recourfe was had to their 
Falſe Gods, and Prayers were made for 
his Recovery to Apollo and Eſculaprns. 
And ſome relief was pretended to have 
come from Apolis, But he grew ſtill 
worſe and worſe, His Death ſeemed 
very 
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very near, for the Cancer had conſumed | 
all the bottom: of his BeKy 3 his G#ts 
were laid open, and were likewiſe rot- 
ting , and: his whole Breech was over- 


run with the Putrifattion ; ſome bold, 


but unhappy Phiſitians would nor for 
all this. give over, and tho they had no 
hope of ſucceſs, yet they were ſtill 
trying. new Remedies. Thoſe drove 
the Evil inwards, even thro his Bones 
to the very Marrow, and now Worms 
began to breed within. him. The Smell 
that came from him: was fo noyſome, 
that it was felr not only over all the 
Palace, but in the very City likewiſez 
and the Paſfages of his Urn and Ex- 
crements were now mixed, all the 
e Membranes being corroded that ſepas 
rated them. He wascat up by YVermine, 
and the whole Maſs of his Body turned 
into an univerſal Rottenneſs. Withall 
this, he had moſt intolerable Pains, ſo 
that he ofter» bellowed out , as. if it 
had been a Bull wounded. Some living. 
Animals. ,. and. others that were boild, 
were applied to ar 5 note parts, to 
try if the heat would drawout the Yer- 
ine : andthis indeed openedas it were 
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a vaſt Hive of them: yet a ſecond Im- 
poſthumation diſcovered yet a much 
reater Swarm, {ſo that his Guts 
cemed to diffolye all into Worms. A 
Fjarepfy joyned to-all his other ills, did 
ſtrangely disfigure his Body : all his 
upper parts were exhauſted quite, and 
dried like a meer Skelrron', covered 
witha Dead-like Skin: but at rherfarne 
time all his Zozwer Parts were (welled 
up like Bladders,. fo-that the Shape of 
Iis Feet was ſcarce to be ſeen any 
more. In all this:Miſery did'he lai. 
guiſh..a full year. - His Confcience was 
at aft awakned, :and he was forced' td 


| praiſe to God : fo that in the 
- Intervals of his pains, he: cried often 
eut , that he wonld rebuild the Church 
of | Nicomedia', and that be wexld 16 
new the Miſchiefs that he had dent: and; 

_ his laſt Agonies ,. he publiſhed 


this following Edt. 
# Pide Eufeb. 5 XXXIV. * Among. 
Eecleſ. Hit. 4, our other Cares, for the 
kb. . cp-1.. ,, Profit and Advantage of 
43 The Common. wealth,one was toreduce 
33 all people to obſerve the Anczent 
» Lawes , and the a” of 
by 
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- 43 the Romans;andin particular tooblige 


»; the Chriftians, whohad forlaken the 
»» Religion of their Fathers, to return to 
» a better Mind : Having obſerved, that 
» they ,. by what Reafons ſo ever 
,» moved to it, had been guilty: of the 
» Wilfulneſs, and even Madneſs: of 
, forfaking the Ancient Inſtitutions; of 
, the firſt Chrifians: and thataccord- 
»» Ing to their different humours and 
3» Fancies , they. were framing. new 
»» Lawes, by which they might go- 
»» vern themſelves , and were falling 
» imto Diviſions, and forming many ſc- 
,» parared Aſſemblies: upon this, we gave 
» out our Edi#s, obliging them rore- 
» turn back to their Fn Inſtitutions ; 
2» Which had great Effets on many ; but 
» While great. numbers continued fill 
»» firm to their Rules,, and as on the 
2» one hand they did not offer that Wor- 
»» ship , and that Devotron- to the Gods 
» that is due, fo onthe other hand they 
»» did not adore the God of the Chre+ 
» tans, We therefore having regard 
,» to all theſe things , and being moved 
2» by our Princely Compaſſion and oug 
,» Conſtant Cuſtom of Gentleneſs ro- 
| F 6 »y Wards 
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»» Wards all men, have thought fir to 
Extend this our” Grace and Pity even 
,» towards the Chr:iftsans : and therefore 
» we do not only ſuffer them to con- 
zz tinue in their Religion , but ſuffer 
,y them to hold eAſemblies for their 
» Worship ; provided always that they 
»» donothing contrary to the Eſtablihed 
Jes —_— By another Ordinance we 
»» will fignify our pleaſure to our Fud- 


»» £es5, fortheir Diretion, In the mean 
93 While we expect that the Chriftians, 
2410 return to this our Clemency, ſhall 
2» pray 10 God for our Health, and for 
93 the continuance of the Proſperity of 


» the Common-wealth; and ſo they may 
2» {till hope to enjoy our ProteQton in 
,» their reſpective Dwellings. 
XXXV. 'FThis E4:& was publiſhed 
at Nicomedia, thelaſt of Aprit in Ma- 
ximian's Eighth Conſulate, and Maxie 
min's Third. Then when the Priſon 
Doors were (et open, were you, My 
Dear Donates, with the other Priſoners 
ferat Liberty, after you had been for 
the ſpace of 7x years ſhur up. Yet all 
#his did not turn away the Judgments 
ef God from Maximian ; His Putres 
hs | feition 
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ſation went on till, till it had quite 
waſted his whole Subſtance z ſo that 
not many days after the Publication of 
this Edi#, he breathed out his laſt, ha» 
ving recommended his Hife and his Son 
to Licintus , and having put them int 
his Hands. This came to be known in 
Nicomedia before the end of May, fo 
that he did not attain to his twentieth 
year of Empire, which was not to be« 
gin before the firſt of earch fol- 
lowing. 

XXXVI. As ſoon as ever MMaximin 
had heard the News of his Death, he 
being then in the Eaſt, made all the 
haſt that was poſlible to take into his 
poſſeffion all rhoſe Provinces : and as 
Licinins lingered, he poſſeſied himſelf 
of all ro the Straits of Thrace : and 
when he came mto B:hinia, he took 
care to recommend himſelf to the 
Favour of the People, by diſcharging 
them of the Tax that was laid on 
them. By this means the 70 Empe- 
rours were now in 11] Terms, and al. 
moſt engaged in a War: For they lay 
with their Armies on the oppoſite 
ſhores, But expedients were found our 
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for the making up of all their Diffe- 
rences; and they hadan Enterview up- 
on the Sea, in which they were not 
only reconciled ,- but they entred into 
an Alliance : Maximin went back, 
reckoning that he was now ſecure, and 
ſo he governed Syria and Egypt juſt as 
he had done formerly: and tho the Chrs- 
flians were now received under the Pro- 
zeftion of the Government,ycthe broke 
all this, and he ſet on underhand the 
Procuring Adareſſes from the -ſeveral. 
Cities to be made to him, for hindring 
the Chriſtians to build Meeting Houſer 
within their Bounds z that he might 
ſcem to be im ſome ſort forced to do 
that which he had reſolved on of his 
ewn Accord. . So having granted the 
Demand of thoſe Addreſſes, he made 
the (bief of the Priefts in the ſeveral 
C:ties out of thoſe. who were of the 
Government of the City , which had not 
been practiſed in any tormer time, and 
he ordered them to offer every day 
Sacrifices to all the Gods, and ta call 
in the Aſliftance' of all the Ancient 
Priefts, forlooking after the Chriſtians, 
that they might neither have P#ublick 
Meeting 
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BeHMeeting Houſes, nor aflemble them- 
ſelves in Secret for their Worship : and 
E required them that they ſhould teiſe on 
them where-everthey could find them, 
and either force them tooffer Sacrifice, 
or deliver them to the Magiftrares. And 
not contented with this Subordination 
that he had ſerled among the Priefts, 
he ordered one in every .Prowince to be 
over all the Priefts of the Province ; 
andas heraiſed them up to this high de- 
rec of Authority, ſo toradding fome 
Splendor to it , he-ordered them to 
wear that fort of -h:te. Habs edged 
about with Gold, which mighr only 
be worn by the Chief Officers of the- 
Comrt. He was refolved to put the ſame 
things Mm execution againtt the (hrs- 
ians 10 the other Provinces, Which he 
had atready done in the Eaſt. For that 
he might ſeem mercifal towards them, 
he would not fuffer them to be pur to 
Death , but he- ordered many other 
Punishments againft them , ſuch as the 
Picking out their Eyes , the Cutting off 
their Hands or Feet, and the Cntting off 
their Noſes or their Ears. 

XXX YI. While he was defigning 
all 
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alt theſe things, he received Letters 
from Conſtantine, which put him. in 
fuch a fright , that he reſolved to dif- 
ſemble for ſome time. Yet whenſoever. 
any Chriſtian was found out, he: was 
drowned ſecretly and in the Nighr;.nor 
did he diſcontinue his Cuftom of of- 
fering Saecrifices every day'in the Pa« 
lace. He alſo: began another Cuſtom, 
of ordering all the Heat that was to 
be ſerved upto his Table, to be offered 
up firſt by the Prieſts-at ſome Altar , 
and not to be killedby his own Cooks; 
fo that nothing. was preſented to his 
Table, but that which had paſſed thro 
fome Kites or other of their /dolarry ; 
by which means-it was that none could 
eat with him, without being. in. ſome 
manner or other polluted with: thoſe 
Abominations. In-all other things.he 
followed the pattern that his Maſter 
had ſet him: Forif there was any thing 
left by Diocletians or Maximians Op- 
preſſions , he took care toraiſe all that 
ſo exactly,asto beſure toleavenothin 
to any that ſhould come after him - fy 
that without any ſort of ſhame, he 
robbed. the People of all they had _ 
ur 
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ſhut up all mens Granaries and Store- 
houſes, and forced them ro pay by an 
Advance the Taxes of the year to: Come. 
 £ So that there not being ſeed to ſow the 


Ground, this brought on a moſt into- 
Jerable Famine. Whole Droves of 
Cattle and Sheep were brought for his 
daily Sacrifices , with which he fe@his 
Domeſticks and his Souldiers ſo co» 
piouſly, that they came to defpiſe rhe 
Corn, that was brought them for their 
Provifion, ſo that without any Care. 
th2y threw it often out of Doors. And 
as he had a vaſt 4-my, fo he clothed 
his Gzards very richly , and furniſhed 
them. with much Gold, and the com- 
moneſt and raweſt of his Souldiers had 
Silver in abundance given them. He 
was alto extream liberal to the Bar- 
barians, All the Praiſe that is due to 
him is, that he was like thoſe merciful 
Robbers, who are contented to ſtrip 
men without killing them ; for if he 
did not put People to Death, that ſo 
he might ſeiſe on their Eſtates, yet 
unonevery occaſion he eithertook away 
al they had, or gave it to ſuch asbegged 


« of him, 
XXX VIILBut 
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XXXVIII. Butthere was ove Mon- 
ſtrous Wickedneſs, that exceeded all 
the reſt, which he carried to ſuch a 
blind and brutal-degree , that one can- 
not find Words equal to it, forthe In- 
dignation which this muſt give, carries 
ones Thovghts further than his Tongue 
will ſerve him, to ſet it forth as it 
ought to be. 

His Eunuchs, and the other Inſtru- 
ments of his Appetites, ſcarcht in all 
Pl:ces, and whereſoever they found a 
beautiful Momanyſhe was dragged away 
without any regard had of her Hwus- 
band or her Parents: Thoſe whom he 
Imployed in this Service , ſtripe both 
married Women and Maids, and 1o 


viewed them naked, and if any refuſed. 


to {ubmit to this, ſhe was drowned as 
guilty of High Treafon. Several mar: 
11ed Men, whoſe Wives were thus vio- 
lently taken from them , not being 
able to bear the Grief which this gave 
them , murdered themſelves: and un- 
derthis Monſter, there was no other Se- 
curity tor Modetty, but Uglineſs. At 
laſt he carried this Licentiouſneſs to 


fuch a pitch, that no Body was fuf- 
fered' 
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fered to marry without his leave, and 
without his taking all Liberties with 
the Bride , before the ' Bridegroom was 
admitted. | He rook the Dawxghbrers of 
the Men of - Quality, and ater he him- 
ſelf had corrupted them , he gavethe 
to his Slaves to marry them. His 
Cenrtters were ealily induced to follow 
his wicked Example, andrto defile the 


ru” FBeds of ſucit as, depended on them : 


for they ſaw that no Body durſt pu- 
niſh it. Thoſe who were of ordina- 
ry rank, were ravithed by every body 
at his Pleaſure; and fuch as were of 
the Chief rank, and ſo could not.be 
raviſhed, were begged of the Emperonr 
as Boons, and when he fignedany ſuch 


| _ the Father durit not retuſe it, 


ut ſaw that he muſt eicher die, or ac- 
cept of ſome Barbarias for his Son-in- 
Law. For he had ſcarce any other Ds- 
meſtichs or Guards , but iuch as had 
been driven out of their Countrys by 
the Gorhs inthe twentieth year of Dzo- 
cletans Reign, during that Feſtivity. 
All- theſe came and delivered them- 
ſelves up to #ſaximian,and ſo he made 
uſe of thoſe wha had fled from. being: 
| enſlaved 
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enſlaved by the Gorhs, as his Inſtrus 


ments for enflaving the Romans. Mas 
ximin being environed with. ſuch 
Guards , and depending ſo entirely 
upon them as he did, treated all the 


reſt of the Eaſt with the utmoſt degree ff 


of Contempr. 
XXXIX He made this the: meaſure 

of his Appetites, to efteem every thing 
Envful to which his Defires carried him; 
And according to this Rule, tho he 
had acknowledged the Empreſs Yale. 
714, that was Maximians Widdow, 
his adopted Mother , yet that did not 
ſecure her; ſhe had come to live in his 
Court, reckoning that ſhe would be (a- 
ter there than in any other place, ſince 
he had a Wife of hisown. But nothing 
was Sacred to him, when he was puſhed 
on by his impure Appetites ; ſhe was 
= in deep mourning, the year not 
cing out , when he propoſed Mar- 
riage to her, offering to divorce his 
Wife , it ſhe would accept of him. 
Her anſwer was ſuch as could have 
been expected from her. that ſhe could 
aot rreat of her Marriage, while ſhe 
was yet in her Mournings, and while 


the 
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i the Aſhes of her Huband, his adopted 


Father , were not yet quite cold. She 
added, that it was a ſtrange piece of 
Impiety in.him, to offer to put away 
his Mife, who had been always faith- 


ful ro him : which let her ſee what ſhe 


herſelf might look for from him ; and 
im the laft place, it ſeemed to her no 
{mall .Crime, as it wasa thing without 
an Example,tor a Woman of herrank 
to think of a ſecond Husband, All 


. | this was reported to Maximin in her 


name:: But he was ſo enraged at it, 
that his brutal Deſires were now 
changed into Wrath and Fury. He 
preſently pur her under a Proſcription, 
he ſeiſed on .her goods, he took her 
Servants from her, and tortured ſome 
of her Exnuchs to Death ; and ſent her 
and her ocher into Banithmenr ;z but 
not to any certain place : but ordered 
her to be hurried about from place to 
place: and he charged ſuch Women as 
were deareſt to her, with Adultery, 
and upon that forged pretence he con- 
demned them. 
XL. There was an Ancient Wo- 
man of Quality, whom Yalerza had 
 alwajs 
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always conſidered as a «Mother, and 
Alaximin believedthat the refuſal that 
was made of him, was adviſed by her; 
ſo he ordered Erartineus the Preſidentra 
ut her to an Infamous Death 3 with 
zer he ordered two other Women of 
the ſame Quality to be likewiſe exe« 
cuted,. 'The one was Aother to ene 
of the Veſtal Virgins of Rome, the 
other ' was the Widdow of a Senater 
and was: the Empreſſes Kinſwoman : 
but both their Crime was, thatas they 
were Beautiful, ſo they were no leſs 
modeſt. 'They were violently ſeiſed on, 
not as if they had been to be. carried 
before a Court - of: Juſtice ,: but as if 
they had fallen into the hands of Rob- 
bers, yet there was no Acculer to lay 
any thing to their Charge. But a Few 
was found out, who being condemned 
tor ſome other Crimes, hoped to ob- 
tain his pardon by becoming a falſe 
Witneſs againſt them. The Judge 
who condemned them upon this Evie 
dence, carricd them out of 'Town to 
their Execution with a- Guard ; for 
he was affraid that he ſhould have 
been ſtoned by the people, This Tra- 
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ﬀedy was acted at Nice, The Few 
being put to the Torture, was forced 
to accuſe the Momen as he had been 
inſtructed : and when they offered to 
ſy any thing for themſelves., the 
were beaten by the Tormenters ; g 
that notwithſtanding ther Innocence, 
they were condemned. 'There was a 
great Lamentation raiſed upon this, 
not only by the Husband of one of 
them, to whom his Wife was extream - 
dear, but by all rhe Malrirude, that fo 
unuſual a Spectacle had brought roge- 
ther : and fo apprehenſive were the 
Judges of the Peoples uſing force 
tor reſcuing thoſe Perſons out of their 
Hands, that there was drawn about 
them a Body of Archers, and others 
of the lightly armed Soxzldiers : and 
with this Guard were they led out to 
Execution. , Nor was there any-care 
taken of their Burial, for their Servants 
were forced to abandon them 3; yet 
ſome of their Friends, moved with 
Compaſſion, came ſecretly and buried 
them. The Adulterous Few had nor 
the Pardon that was promiſed him , ſo 
ſeeing that he was tobe hanged RA 
1 - 
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diſcovered all this Myſtery , and with 
his laſt breath he declared to all that 
were looking on, that the H omen had 
ſuffered Vnjuſtly. 

XLI. The Empreſs being now ba- 
niſhed ro the Deterts of Syria, found 
aſecret Way of acquainting her Father 
Diocletian with her Condition. He 
upon that ſent to Maximin, anddefired 
that his Daughter might be ſent to 
him z but tho he repcated this over 
and over again , all was without ef- 
fe&: So afterall, heſenta Kinſmanof 
his own, that was an Offcer ot the 
Army, in a high Poſt, and ingreat Cre- 
dit, to whom he gave in charge, to 
put Maximin in Mind of the Qbiiga- 
tions that he had received from him : 
bur this Interceſſion was as ineffectual 
as the others had formerly been. 

- XLII. Ar this tune Conſtantine gave 
Order that the Starnes of Maximian the 
Elder, ſhould be every where pulled 
down; and that ſuch PiEtures or -Fi- 
gures of him, as bad been any where 
tet up ,1hould beremoved. Now Dio- 
cletians Statues and Hu being alwayes 
ecupled together, the Diſgrace of the 
one 
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one drew the others likewiſe after it. 
Dyocletian ſeeing this Afﬀront put on 
his States, which no Emperony before 
him had ever ſecn-done in his own time, 
and being now over-charged with this 
redoubling of Grief , he reſolved to 
put an end to his Life, He was in 4 
perpetual Uneaſineſs , and could nei- 
ther cat nor fleep. He was heard 'to 
ſigh and groan continually,and was ſeen 
oft to weep ; and to be tumbling ſome- 
times on his Bed, and ſometimes on 
the Ground. 'Thus he that had reigned 
over the Roman Empire for twenty 
years, was now fo caſt down and-mor- 
tified, that he dyed partly of Hunger, 

and partly thro Anguiſh of Spirit. 
XLIII. There was only ene of the 
Enemies of God now left alive, name= 
ly Maximin, whoſe Fall and Death 
comes to be related in the next plate. 
He bare a great Envy to Licinine 
ever ſince he had been preferred by 
Muaximian to himſelf; and tho he had 
lately entred into an Alliance with him, 
yet when he heard that ZLicimimu was en- 
gaging himſelf into a ſtraiter Alliance 
with Conſtantine , and was going to 
marry his Sifter, he contiodel that thig 
G Union 
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VUnion of thoſe r2vo Emperours, muſt 


certainly be fatal ro himſelf; So he ſeat J: 


ſecretly to Rome, and writ very kind- 
ly to Maxentins , defiring his Alliance 
and Friendſhip, which Aaxentizs em- 
braced very readily, as if it had been 
ſomewhar ſent him from Heaven ; for 
he had declared War againſt Conflan- 
#:ne, upon-the pretence of Revenging 
his Fathers Blood. From this —_— 
imagined , that the Father had only 

retended to fall out with his Sox, that 

e might have the more Credit with 
the other Emperours, and by that means 
find an occaſion of Deſtroying them 
all;that ſo He and hs Son might have the 
whole Empire between them : but this 
is a Miſtake; for it is certain, that M4a- 
xsmiap the Elder had a mind to deſtroy 
his Sep with the reſt, and that whenthis 
was done, -he intended that Dzocletian 
- & he ſhould again re-aſſume the Empire. 


XLIV. Now the War was begun 


between Maxentinus and Conftantine, 
which axentius managed by his Ge- 
perals , but would not flir out of 
Rome himſelt; having had a Reſponſe, 
that whenſoever . he went out of the 
Gates of Reme , he ſhould periſh. _ 
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kad much the better Army: for he had 
not only thoſe Troops that had aban- 
doned Severus , butlikewiſe others that 
he had brought together out of Mar- 
ritania and Traly, The two Armies 
fought, and Maxentius's had the ber- 
ter; yet Conftantine did not for that loſe 
Heart, bur having reſolved to pur all 
to hazard, he marched on to the Gates 
of Rome, and poſted his eArmy at the 
other fide of the e Milvian Bridge : the 
27% of Ofober was now near, which 
was the Anniverſary of Maxentinss 
coming, to the Empire : and now his 
fifth year was almoit out. Conſtantine 
was warned in a Dream to put the Di- 
vine Mark, the Sign ofthe Croſs, upon 
the Shields of his Soxldiers , and Sh 
give Battel:; he took care to execute 
this, and ordered the Letter X with 
the Letters of the Name of Chrift 
mixed in a Monogramme, to be drawn 


| on all their Shie/ds; and having made 


this his DiſtinCtion, he drew out his 
Army. The Enemy's Forces came hke= 
wiſe out, and crollcd the Bridge, but 
Maxentius himſelf camenort withthem; 
they drew up both in the ſame manner, 

G 2 and 


14% A Relationof the Death 
and both ſides fought with great Cou. 
rage, neither of them giving Ground 
to the other; in the mean while there 
wasa Sedition raiſed in Rome, and an 
Out=cry was made againſt Maxentins, 


as if he had taken more care of him. | ©: 


ſelf than of the Publick ; and while he 
was entertaining the People with the 
Spectacles of the Hippodrome , there 
was a Univerſal Cry raiſed, that Con- 
frantine could not be withſtood z this 
put him into a great Diſorder, 'ſo he 
made the Sybilline Books to be ſearchr, 
in which 1t was found, that the Ene- 
my of the Romans was to periſh that 
Day. This gave him ſuch aſſured hopes 
of Yifory, that he marched out ih 
Perſon to his Army : as ſoon as he hat 
pou the Bridge, it was broke behind 

im. Uponthis the Barrel was refiewed, 
and the Hand of God appeared over 
the Armzes. Aſaxentins was beat, and 
when he thought ro repaſs the Bridge, 
he found it broke, and was carried by 
thecrowd of his men, that werefllying, 
into the Tiber, and fo was drowned 
there. An end being thus put to the 
War, Conſtantine was declared Empe- 
rToOHr, 
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rour., with great Expreſhon of Joy, 
both. by: the Senate and People of Rome, 
Among Maxentinss Papers he found 
Maximins Letters, by which he dit- 


covered his treacherous Deſigns againſt 


himſelf : He alſo ſaw the Imperial 
Statues that he had ſent to axentiny, 
The Senate did Conftantine the Honour 
to order his Name to be put firſt in 
order , before the other Emperozrs, 
tho that was claimed by AMaximin , 
who was as much {truck with the news 
that was brought to him of Rowes 
being thus freed from'T'yranny, as if it 
had: been a Defear given himfelf; and 
as ſoon as he heard of the Senares De- 
cree, giving Conſtantine the Prece- 
dence, he treated Conflantine in a moſt 
reproachtul and inſolent manner. 
XLV. Conſtantine having ſerled 
matters at Reme, went during the 
— to Aillan; and thither did Zz- 
cini#5 Come to marry his Siſter. Afaxi- 
min hearing that they were now a» 
muſed with the Solemnities of this 
Wedding, marcht with his Army out 
of Syria during the bitter Cold of the 
Winter ; and having haraſſed his Army 
G 3 With - 
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with great Marches, he got to Biths- 


48: tor the Scaſon was very ſevere, 'd 


and both by Snow and Rains the Wayes 
were very deep; and what with Cold 
andwhat with hard Labour, he loſt all 
his Horſe, fo that all along where 
he had marched, he might have been 
traced by them z which was but an ill 
Omen to his Men: Nor did: he ftop 
within his own Limits , but having 
croſt the Straits of Thrace, he came 


with his Army to the Gates of Byſance. 


There was a Garriſon put within that 
Place by Licinixs for all Events; ſo he 
ſhudied firſt to corrupt the Sox/diers by 
Prefents and Promiſes , and then to 
terrify them by threatning them with a 
Szege z but both the one and the other 
proved equally ineffectual: they had 
eleven days affigned them , for adver- 
tiſing the Emperoxr , and having no re- 
turn from him, they being diſheart- 
ned by the {mallneſs of their Numbers, 
rendred themſelves. From thence he 
advanced to Heraclea; andbeing ſtopt 
there in the ſame manner as at Byſance, 
he loſt ſome days there likewiſe. But 
by this time Licinins having marchr 2s 
- quick 


of the Primirive Perſecators, «5x 


;-Þ quick as was poſſible, had got to f- 
"JF drianople with a few men about him 3 


in the meanwhile Maximin having like- 
wiſe taken Perinthas, which gave him a 
new ſtop, he advanced 18 Miles beyond 
it ,. where he poſted himſelf : he could 
gonofurther ; for Licinizs had poſleſſed 
himſelf of the Poſt that lay next to 
that, which was likewiſe eighteen mile 
diſtant from it 3- and having drawn to- 
gether as great a Body as he could on 
the ſudden , he marched on towards 
eMaximin, on deſign rather to hinder 
his Progreſs, than to enter into aCtion 
for as he did not intend to fight , ſo he 
had no Proſpe& of Victory ;. for he 
had not above 30000. men : whereas 
Maximin was at the Head of an Army 
of 70000 : for Liciniufs Army was 
ſcattered over a great many Provinces, 
and he could not bring all his Troops 
together in ſo ſhort a time, 
| XEVI. While the two Armzes 
were thus ſo near one another, that it 
was expected that the matter ſhould 
come to a ſpeedy Deciſion z, Maximin- 
made 4 Yow to /upiter, That if he got 
the Vidtory , he would utterly extin- 
guiſh the very Name of « Chriſtian, 
G4 The 
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The next night an Angel appeared tor | 


Lieinine in his ſleep, and ordered him 
toriſe immediately, and joyn with his: 


whole Army in cailing on the Great 


God , and promiſed him an aſſured 
Victory in caſe he ſhould do this. 
Licinizsdreamt, that after this he roſe, 
and that the Ange! diftated tohim the 
very Words in which he ſhould offer up 
his Prayers, And as ſoon as he was a- 
wake, he called for one of his Secre- 
taries, and ordered him to write down 
the Words , which were theſe,, He 
pray to thee, O Great God, we pray to 
thee, O Holy God; we commit the Fuftice 
of our' Cauſe to thee, we commit our 
Lives to thee ; we commit this our Em - 
pire to thee. It is by thee that we dolive; 
our Conqueſts ana our Happineſs come 
from thee: O thou great and good God, 
hear .our Prayers; we ſtretch out our 
hands to thee : hear us therefore. thou 
Holy and Great God, Many Copies were 
quickly made of this Prayer, which 
were fent about to all the Officers, and 
all were required to make their Soxl- 
diers get it by heart. This raiſed the 
Courage of the whole. Army., who 
now 
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now lookt on the Victory as aſlured» 
fi:ce it was © Divinely fore*told, 


Maximit*refalved' to give Bartel on 
the firtt of May, whica was the An» 
niverſary of his coming to the Enps 


pire, this being. now the eighth year 


compleat ſince he was raiſed to that 
Dignity : and thus-1t happened, that as 
Aaxentirs was defcated at Rome on his 
Anniverſary, ſo ZHaximin run the ſame 


. Fortune on his; only Maximin would 


needs anticipate his own Ruin ; for he 
would needs fight the Day before it, 
that fo he might celebrate his Anni-' 
ver ſary with the more Pomp , when he 
had defeated his Enemy. When Lt 
cinius heard that Maximin's Army was 
advancing , he likewiſe drew out his, 
ſo that they were in. view one of an- 
other. Fhere lay: between them a 
great and barren Plain, called Sexenurz. 
ELicininss men laid down their Shields,- 
and took off their Heal-preces, and 
with hands liited up ra Heaven, they 
faid their Prayer, the: Emperour himſelf 
beginning , and the Officers and Soxl- 
aiers following bim.in jt; which was: 
pronounced-{o loud ,.-that the other 
&-F5. Arnny 
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Army that was to fall before them.. 
keard the noiſe of it. The Prayer was 
three times repeated, and that being 
done, the Souldiers being now won- 
derfully animated, put on their Heads 
pieces, and took up their Shie/ds, The 
Emperours themſelves parlyeda little ;. 
Maximin would hearken tono Propo- 
ſitions of Peace; for he deſpiſed Lis 
cinias, and fancied that all his Sowldier; 
would have deſerted him, becauſe he 
was more ſparing in his Bounty to 
them ; whereas Maximim was extream« 
ly profuſe; and as he had begun with 


Licinias, not doubting bur that his: 


Army would without givingany ſtroke 
come over+<to him, ſo when he had.thus 


doubled his Forces,. he reſolved to go- |. 


againſt Conſtantine. 
: XL VII. The two: Azmies drew at 


laſt ſo near one another, that the . 


Signals. were given , and the Enfigns 
on both ſides. advanced ; Liciniass 
n-2n gave the Charge with great Vi- 
gour but the others were ſo diſor- 
' -dered and terrified, that they could 
neither draw their Swords nor throw: 
-their Darts : Aiximin.run about on 
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all hands, perſwading LZieinias's Men 
to turn over to him, what with Pre- 
ſents, what by Intreaties but all was 
to no effect ; and being charged in 
perſon, -he was forced to retire. His 
Army fell before the CR without 
being able to'makeany Reſiſtance zand 
thar vaſt body of men was mowed 
down by a handful, They ſeemed' to: 
have forgot their Rank', their Cou- 
rage , and their former Exploits; and: 


the hand of God was viſible in delive- 


ring them over to have their Fhroats 
cut by their Enemies, as if they had 
come into the Field for an Execution, 
and not for a Battle. When Maximin 


faw that the matter wenr” far other- 


wiſe than he Rad lookrt for, and thar 
great numbers-of his men were killed, 
e threw away tis P«yple, and pur ots 
the Habit of a Slave, and focroſied the 
Straits; for now the one half of his 47+ 
»j was deftroyed ,. and the” other half 
either fled or rendered ir ſelf An 
fince the Emperonr had deſerted his 
Army, the Souldiers were not at all 


aſhamed of deſerting his Intereſts: he 


made great haſt; for in a-Nigtit and 


a Day 


G & 
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a Day he fled to Vicomedra ; and got 
thither. the firſt of May in the Night, 
which was an hundred and theerſcore 
Miles diſtance from the place where 
the. Battel was fought: he ſtaied nor 
long there , but having taken along 
with Inm his Sons and his Hife, and 
ſome few of his Domeſticks, he wenr 
to the. Eaſt; yet he ſtopt in Cappade- 
£14, and there he took the Pwrple again, 
having gathered together ſome Soxl- 
diers partly of his own Straglers , and 
partly of ſome Troops that came to 
him from the Eaſe. 

XLVIII. Zicinins, after he had di- 
{tributed a part of his efrmy into 


Quarters, croſled the Srrasrs, and went 


over to Bithinia with the reſt. When 


he entred into Micomed:ia, he offered 


up his Thanksgivings to God, by whoſe 


Ad he had obtained the Victory : and 


on the thirceenth of Pune, Conſtantine 
and he being now 1n their third Conſ#- 
late, thefollowing Edi# was ſent to the - 
Preſident, 


» Whereas both I Conſtantine the Eme 


,» frromr , and 1 Licinins the Emperonr,. 
: 3, had- 


vw 
_ 
- 
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, had a very ſuccesful] congreſs at Mi/- 
lan, in which we treated of all 
»» Chings thar related to-the profit and 
» ſafety of the P#blick; among other 
» Matters we thought that nothing 
» could be of greater Advantage to 
,» our Pcople , or concern our ſelves 
,» More, than the: ſcrling of thoſe mat- 
z» Icrs , in which the Morchep. of the 
;» Deity conſiſted ; and therefore we 
»y judged it meet to allow to all Chri- 
» /tians and others, free Liberty to 
» follow that Religiov which they 
»» 1hould like beſt : that by this means 
9, that Supream Dezty, which dwells 
9, on high, might be gracious and fa- 
»» VoOurable. to us, and to all our Sub. 
3» jets: therefore upon due Delibera- 
,» L10n and weighty Reaſons, we have 
,» thought fir , that no man may be 
»» demied rhe Liberty of - Profeſſing ei= 
,» ther the Chriſtian Religion, or any 
». other, as he thall fudge it beſt ; that 
»» ſo the Great God, whom we wor- 
»» ſhip- with free minds , may: im all 
,» Things bleſs us with his gracious Fa- 
»» Vour and Protection, . . Therefore we 
»- Will haye-you-to know, that we have - 

To 02s oe og »»Chought- 
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» thought fit ro annull all thoſe Re-: 


2». {trictions , that might ſeem ro be in 
,» our former Edi addrefled to you, 


»» Tclating to the Chriſtians: and we- 


» do now ordain, that every one thar 


»» is diſpoſed to adhere tothar Religion, 


»» {hall be ſuffered-to continue 1n it 


:» with all Freedom, and without any: 


9» Diſquier or Moleſtation : and we 
» have explained this the more co. 
3» piouſly to you ,..that ſo you might 
»» Underſtand. that we have given a 
,,.free-and abſolute Liberty to the ſaid 
6, Chriſt;ans -to profeſs their Religion; 
;» And fince we have allowed this Li- 
2» berty to them; you- will likewiſe un- 
»» derſtand, that we allow the like free 
»» and. full Liberty, to all thoſe who 
»». profeſs any- other Religion ; thar fo 
,» according .to the quiet to which we 
,, have brought the Empire, every 
,, man'may enjay the free Exerciſe of 
that Relfpion-of, which he ſhall make 
» Choices. tor-wewHl do nothing by 
» which any man may ſuffer any pre 
»» judice either in-his Honozr, or upon 
,» theaccount of his Religion, With Re> 
» lation to the Chriſtians, we have 
» though. 


- 
_ 


33” 
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thought it fit likewiſe to add this 
particular; that the Places in which 
they uſed to hold their Aſſemblies, 
and concerning which there were 
ſome Rules fer in a former E- 
dif. addreſt to you , that. have been 
purchaſed either from our Exche= 
qner, or from ſome particular per- 
ſors , ſhall be reſtored to them, with-- 
out. any Excuſes or Delayes ; and 
without either Asking or taking of 
any Money from them upon thar 
account.. .We order likewiſe Reſti. 
tution to be made by all that have 
obtained Grants of them ; and that 


. all ſuch as may-have- either purchaſed 


them, or obtained Grants of them, - 
ſhall im order to-their being repaired 
by us for their loſs, go to ſome Ma- 
giſtrate, that ſo. we, according to our 
Clemency, may-relievethem. Inthe 
mean while, we order-you to take. 


,3. care, that without any further De.: 
,» lay, Reſtitution be madeto the (Hr:- 
» ſffians, And whereas the. Chriſtians 


had beſides thoſe Places in which they 


,y ufedto hold their Aſemblies., others 


a9 


likewiſe. that belonged to them as 4 
Body _ 


160 ef Relationof the Death 


1» Body corporate; that is to ſay, to their 
» Churches incomhmon, andnot to any 
,» particular perſons among them we 
»» comprehend all theſe under the ſame 
» Law; and order them allo to: be re- 
»» ſtored ro the (orporations or Aſſem- 
,y blies of the Chriſtcans,, and that with- 


9». out any Fraudor Diſpute, uponthe. 
»» fore-mentioned Terms; that thoſe: 
»» who reſtore them freely, may hope 


2» to be recompenſed by us according 
,» to our Bounty. In all- which mat- 
,y ters you are required to give your 
»» moſt effectual Aſſiſtance ro the ZBo- 


ys dies Corporate of the Chriftianr, that- 


- ſo our Pleaſure may be the more 
»» ſpecdly executed; and by which we 
,» ſhall the more effeCtually ſecure the 


»» publick Peace. And we will be here-- 
,» by aſſured, that the Divine Favour, - 


,» of which: we have had hitherto ſuch 
»» Proofs, ſhall always watch over us, 


,- and that: weour ſelves ſhall be always 


,» ſuccesful,as wellasthepublck happy. 
3» And that the Tenor of this our Gra- 
z» Clous Edt may beuniverſally known, 
»» We order you to afhx atteſted Copies 


»» Of it inallplaces, that ſono man-may . ' 


When 


»» pretend lenorance, 


wy 


INAL 
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When the Edi# was publiſhed, L:- 
cinins did likewiſe by Word of Mouth 
entreat all perſons, to ſeethe Mrering- 
Houſes of the Chriſtians reſtored agam' 
to them : and thus from the firſt be- 
ginning of the Perſecution , and from 
the Deſtruction of the Chxrch of N'- 
comedia, tothe Rebuilding of it, there 
were ten year5and about four Aonerhs. 

XLIX.- But while Licinizs was pur- 
ſuing after «ICaximis , he ſtill fled be- 
fore him-, and poſleſſed himſelf of the 
narrow, paſſages of Afount Taurus, 
where he built Forts to ſtop them up , 
thar ſo it __— not be poſhible for Z:- 
cinius to pals them ; but he took a 
compaſs.to the right hand : and when 
Maximin ſaw that there was now no+ 
thing to ſtop him, he fled to Tarſas; but 
being like to be ſhut up there, both by 
Sea and Land, and feeing no poflibility 
of- eſcape , the Anguith of bis Spirit 
and his Fear, made him fly to Death, 
as the only way to eſcape from thoſe 
Evils with which God was purſuing 
him. He firſt eat and drunk to a great 
excels, asis ordinary for thoſe to do who 
reckon that it is their laſt meal that . 

they 
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they eat, and then he took Poyſon ; but 
bis Stomach being ſo over-charged, 
made that the Poy/ox had not a preſent 
Operation on him ; but inſtead of killing 
him out-right, it threw him into a lin- 
gering Torment, not unlike the Plague; 
by which his Life was ſo farlengthned 
Out to him, that he felt his Miſery 
long : The Poyſon began now to work 
violently on him, it burned his Vitals 
ſo: much,. that his inſufterable Pains 
threw hira intoa Phreneſy ; fo. thatfor 


four Days time heeat Earth, which he . 


dug up with his Hands, and ſwallowed 
it up very greedily. The Rages of his 
Pain were ſo intolerable, that he run-his 
Head againſt a Wall with iuch force, 
that his Eyes ſtarted out of the Eye- 
holes; bur as he loſt the Sight of his 
Eyes, a on repreſented himſelt to his 
Lmagination,as ſtanding to be judged by 


God, who ſeemed to have Hoſts of 


Miniſters about him all in White Gar- 
ments ; at this fight he cried our as if 
he had been put to the Torture, .and 
ſad, tharit was others, and not he, that 
were to blame; yet afterwards he con- 
teſled his own Guilt, being as it were. 

forced 


= 
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forced to it by the Torments that he 
ſuffered : he called upon Zeſus Chriſt, 
and with many Tears he. begged that 
he would-have pity on him;. heroared 
and groancd as if he had been inwardly 
burnt up: and thus did he breath out 
his defiled Soul, in the moſt dreadtul 
manner that can be imagined. 

LE. Fhus did God deſtroy all the Per- 
ſecutors of his great Name , both Roo 
and Branch : for Licinius being now 
ſerled in the Empzre , gave order to 
put both Valeria and Caudidjan to 
death. Valeria had been ſtill preferved: 
by aximin, who-notwithſtanding all 
his Rage againſt her , and tho he ſaw 
now his own End approaching, yet had 


' not the boldneſs to put her to death. 


Caudidian was her adopted Son, for his 
Mother was aConcubine of Maximians; 
but Yalerie being barren, had adopted 
him. She had no ſooner got the news. 
of Maximins Death, then ſhe came to- 
his (exrt in diſguiſe, that ſhe might ſee- 
what would become of Caxdidian; bur: 
he appearing publickly.in NVicemedia, 
and fancying that Reſpect would be. 
thewed him. becauſe of his Birth, and 

appres 
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C——— nothing leſs than what 


el him, was put ro Death: upon 


which Yaleria fled away immediately.- 


Licinias ordered likewiſe Severian to 
be put to death. He was Severnss Son, 
and was now grown up toa mans Age, 
and had accompanied eAMaximin in 
his flight ; bat it was pretended, thar 
| he was afpiring to the Empire, and for 
that he was condemned. All theſe had 
great Apprehenſions of Licinixs, look- 
ing ot him as anill man; only Faleria, 
who had refuſed to refipa her preten- 
fions to Maximin; had refolved to do 
itin his favour. Licinizs ordered like- 
wiſe Maximins eldeſt Sow , who was 
then cight years old, and his Daxghrer 
that was only ſeven ,and-had been cons 
tracted to Caudidian, ro be put to 
Death. And before that was executed, 
* their Mother was drowned in the Ri- 
ver Orontes , where ſhe had made ma- 
ny chaſt Women to be drowned for- 
merly. And thusthro the juſt and righ- 
tcous Judgment of God , all thoſe 
wicked perſons came to ſuffer the ſame 
things that they had done to others. 
LI. Valeria her {elf wandred about 
| in 


at 
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in the Habit of a Peaſant, during the 


ſpace of eighteen Honerhs ; but was at . 
laſt diſcovered at Fhefſaloniea,, where 


both «he and her Mother fuftered. The 


two Empreſſes were led. to rhe place 
of Execution thro a vaſt multitude 
of Spetators, who were ſtruck with 
the Compaſhon that was raiſed by ſo 
lIamentable a ſight : their Heads were 
cut off, and their Bodies were caſt in- 
to the Sea , ( fatal did their Dignity | 

and Yaleria's chaſtity prove to them. 

LII. I have given you this recital 
upon the credit of perſons that were 
well informed of thoſe matters: and T 
have thought fit ro write them Juſt as. 
they were tranſacted , that ſo the true 
account of thoſe great Rewvolutzons 
might not be loſt ; and that ir might 
not be in the power of any, who inten- 
ded to write the Hiſtory of that time, 
to corrupt the Truth, or to ſuppreſs 
either their Sins againſt God, or Gods 
Judgments upon them. 

Ir is to his Infinite Mercy that we 
owe our Thanksgivings ; who has at 
laſt viſited the World, and hasgathered 
together and recovered his Flock, that 

was 
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was partly ſcattered abroad, and part- 


ly torn by ravenous Wolves; and who *J 


has deſtroyed thoſe Beaſts of Prey, 
that had waſted the Paſtures of his 
Flock, and had broken their Folds. 
Where are now thoſe once Glorious 
a1d renowned Names of 7ovins and 
Herculins , that were aſſumed with 
ſo much Inſolence by Dzocletzan and 
HMaximian , and that were afterwards 
derived by them to their Succeſlors! 
God has blotted them our, and raſed 
them-out of the World. 

Let us then Celebrate Gods Triumph 


_ over his Enemies with all the Eleva- 


tions of Joy : Let us ſing of his Vitto- 
rics, and praiſe him torthem ; andlet us 
beg of him by our moſt earneſt Pray- 
ers, repeated Day and Night, that he 


will forever eſtabliſh that Peace which -: 


he has given to his People atter ten 
gears of War. 

And you in particular, iy moſt Dear 
Denatus, who dc:tcrves that God ſhould 
hear your Prajers, Ilntercede carneſt- 
ly with him, that he.may alwayes 
- i Mercy to his Servatits 3 that 
he may be gracious and favourable ro 
them 5 
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_ them; that he may prote& his Peo- 
| pe from all the Snares and Aflaults 


of the Devil ; and that the preſent- 
Flouriſhing Eftate of his Chxrch may 
be always preſerved ſafe and undp 


{turbed 
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Pag. 8, lin. 4. dele If. P. r2. 111, read grea- 
ter. P.17,1.6.for as r.a, Pag. 49 |.y, attcr 
berypurchaſed by. p.61.1. 26. the, r. she. p. 62. 


l. 17. Mepfiat. Moefia. p- 86. 1. 3. after place r. 


you. p.90,1. 6. atter ſickneſs x. ſo. Þ- 92-1. 12+ 


+|- compoſed r. compaſſed. p. 104. 1.4 were TI. Mas. : 


